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The Shawnee Sun 


The First Indian-language Periodical Published in the United States 
Dovatas C. McMurram 


FTER Jotham Meeker had set up his press at the Shawanoe 

Baptist mission in 1834, one of the most interesting things he 
undertook to print was a small “newspaper” in the language of the 
Shawnee Indians. This Shawnee Sun, to name it by the translation 
of its Indian title, was the first periodical publication to be printed 
in what is now Kansas, and the first in all the land to be printed 
wholly in an Indian language.’ 

In his journal, which is preserved in the valuable collections of 
the Kansas State Historical Society, Meeker recorded that he began 
“setting types on the Ist No. of the Shawanoe Sun” on February 18, 
1835.2, Composition continued on the two days following and was 
finished on the 21st, when the pages were made up and proofs taken. 
On the 23d the proof was read and the corrections made, and on the 
24th the type was put in the press and printed. Thus we know 
exactly the date of the erection of this rather interesting typographic 
landmark. 

This little paper began with monthly issues, the first being for 
March, 1835. Meeker’s journal records the issues of April, May 
and June, after which there was a pause until October. Thereafter 
the issues were rather irregular until April, 1837, which is the last 
of which Meeker makes mention.’ In the summer of 1837, Meeker 
moved from the Shawanoe mission to his new mission for the Ottawa 
Indians, near the present city of Ottawa, Kan. The printing office 
at Shawanoe was then turned over to John G. Pratt, who was 
sent out from Massachusetts to continue the Shawanoe printing. 

Pratt continued the Shawnee Sun, probably at irregular intervals. 
However, it was suspended entirely for a little over a year in 1839- 
1840, while Pratt was absent from Shawanoe on sick leave. It was 
resumed again by 1841 (Pratt returned to the mission in November, 
1840), and the Baptist Missionary Magazine, organ of the Board of 
Foreign Missions, mentions its continued publication up to 1844. 


1, Isaac McCoy, History of Baptist Indian Missions (Washington, New York, and Utica, 
1840), p. 486, says: “This was the first newspaper ever published exclusively in an Indian 
" The Cherokee Pheniz, begun at New Echota, Ga., in February, 1828, was partly 

in Cherokee and partly in English. 

2. Douglas C. McMurtrie and Albert H. Allen, Jotham Meeker, Pioneer Printer of Kansas 
(Chicago, 1980), p. 59; and see, also, under “Siwinowe Kesibwi,” on p. 140. 

8. The Meeker journal records issues of the Sun (in addition to those mentioned) for 
December, 1885, January, February, July, August and November, 1836, January, February 
and April, 1887. In view of the care with which Meeker made a note of almost everything 
he did, it is hardly possible that there were also other issues not mentioned in the journal. 
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The editor of the Shawnee Sun throughout its life was Johnston 
Lykins, another of the Baptist missionaries at Shawanoe, whose 
special field of labor was with the Shawnees. Lykins, however, was 
absent on sick leave in 1836 and did not return to duty until May, 
1837,* and during this interval it would appear that Meeker was the 
editor as well as the printer of the little sheet. In fact, Meeker made 
numerous entries in his journal which show that he devoted con- 
siderable time to writing or translating articles for the Sun, either 
alone, or with the help of Joseph Deshane, an interpreter, or with an 
Indian named Blackfeather, who, on at least two occasions, is men- 
tioned as a contributor to the paper. But Meeker was not only the 
editor and the printer—he was also the inventor of a method by 
which the sounds of the Shawnee language (and of several other 
Indian languages) might be represented by the letters of the English 
alphabet. 

As a creator of orthographies for the languages of the natives, 
Meeker was diligent and ingenious. He simply took the letters for 
sounds that did not occur in the given Indian tongue and arbitrarily 
assigned to them sounds that needed to be expressed.5 Thus, for 
the Shawnee, he gave to b the sound of th in thin, and to i the sound 
of a in far. As printed, the Indian title of the Shawnee Sun read 
Siwinowe Kesibwi, which Isaac McCoy, in his account of the paper, 
transliterated Shau-wau-nowe Kesauthwau—an approximation to 
the sounds of the words. Crude as this system of “writing Indian” 
may seem, it was practical, as the Indians, even adults, learned to 
read by it, and even in some individual instances to write by it in 
their own language. 

The Shawnee Sun “circulated” among the Indians at and near the 
mission settlement. On January 11, 1837, Meeker noted in his 
journal that he had “distributed 100 copies of the Shawanoe Sun 
among the Shawanoes.” Presumably, copies were sent to the Baptist 
Board of Foreign Missions, at Boston,* and presumably copies were 
given to the local Indian agent for forwarding to the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, at Washington. But the little paper must have 
been printed in a quite limited edition, possibly not more than one 
hundred and fifty or two hundred copies to an issue. 


4. McCoy, op. cit., p. 504. 

5. For a more extended account of the Meeker orthographies, see McMurtrie and Allen, 
op. cit., pp. 25-30, and McCoy, op. cit., pp. 471-476. 

6. By 1837 the Board of Foreign Missions had adopted a rule that at least one copy of 
everything printed at any of its missionary stations should be sent to the Board (Baptist 
Missionary Magazine, v. 21, 1841, pp. 208-209). But the Board seems to have made no 
provision that the material thus collected should be preserved. 
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It is easy to understand why copies of the Shawnee Sun have dis- 
appeared. Indians in the days of the Shawanoe mission did not 
preserve files of newspapers. If copies were sent to the Board of 
Foreign Missions or to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, no im- 
portance was attached to them; at least, no record of such copies 
can now be found. Meeker himself made up two partial files; an 
entry in his journal on December 12, 1836, reads “Examine all the 
old Nos. of the Sun and bind two volumes of it.” By that date, the 
journal had recorded the printing of eleven issues of the paper. But 
these two files seem not to have survived the vicissitudes of flood 
and storm to which Meeker’s few earthly possessions were subjected. 
We do not even know how many issues appeared. Meeker mentions 
fourteen up to April, 1837, the last which he printed, and in a memo- 
randum book kept by Johnston Lykins’ there is mention of an issue 
in May, 1842. Of all the copies that were printed, one single, sol- 
itary copy is known to have survived, and even that copy is not yet 
securely rescued from oblivion. 

The surviving copy of the Shawnee Sun is one of the issue for 
November, 1841. At the time of the publication of our book on 
Jotham Meeker, in the spring of 1930, Mr. Allen and I had tried in 
vain to locate this copy. A reproduction of the first page had been 
printed in the Kansas City (Kansas) Sun of Friday, February 18, 
1898; the original had then just been presented to Mr. Emanuel F. 
Heisler by Charles Bluejacket, a Shawnee chief then living in the 
Indian territory. After that, the original vanished so far as avail- 
able knowledge of it was concerned. The search was continued, 
with the invaluable assistance of Mr. Purd B. Wright, librarian of 
the public library of Kansas City, Mo., who finally found the long- 
sought copy in March, 1930. This was unfortunately too late for in- 
cluding a reproduction of it in the Meeker book, which was then 
printed and in the bindery. But as no reproduction of this elusive 
rarity has been published since thirty-five years ago, and as the 
newspaper reproduction of it in 1898 is practically inaccessible,’ 
it seems quite in order to present it again, in order that the record 
of this strange little paper may be preserved for at least another 
generation. 

The original of the copy, dated November, 1841, is now in the 
possession of a member of the Heisler family, in Kansas City, Kan. 
It consists of but two pages (one leaf), but a divided word at the 


7. Preserved in the collections of the Kansas State Historical Society. 


8. The Kansas State Historical Society has two cli of the new: roduction, 
but they are yellowing and becoming frail with age. come 5 cate ements 
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end of the second page makes it seem likely that there were four 
pages in the paper as printed. The pages were numbered, the second 
page of the existing copy being page 70. If this issue originally con- 
sisted of four pages, it ran to page 72. If the pages were numbered 
consecutively from the beginning of publication in 1836, and if each 
issue consisted of four pages, the issue of November, 1841, would 
have been the eighteenth issue. There is no volume number or 
serial number on this issue. 

The only English words in the two pages of the existing copy are 
in the combined date line and imprint, which reads: “J. Lykins, 
Editor. November, 1841. Baptist Mission Press.” Not being 
familiar with the Shawnee language, I am unable to give any ac- 
count of the subject matter of the four principal articles on the two 
pages, but my guess is that much of it consisted of didactic Baptist 
theology. The page measures about 634 by 1034 inches, with the 
text in two 84-inch columns containing 52 lines of pica type to the 
full column. The printer, whose name does not appear, was un- 
doubtedly John G. Pratt. 

Attached to the unique copy of the Shawnee Sun here described is 
a printed note which may be presented, by way of conclusion, be- 
cause of its testimony to the difficulties under which the Baptist 
Mission Press was conducted. It reads: “In the year 1838 there 
were shipped from Boston via New Orleans to the Shawnee Baptist 
mission in Kansas (about five miles west of Westport, Mo.) several 
boxes of paper and printing material. These goods were addressed 
to Westport Landing, which had not yet appeared upon the maps, 
and as the forwarding agent at New Orleans did not know where 
Westport Landing was located, he sent the goods to Fort Gibson, on 
the Arkansas, in the Indian territory. The goods were returned to 
New Orleans, and then sent up the Mississippi and Missouri rivers, 
being more than a year on the way before Mr. Pratt received them. 
This certificate is printed upon a part of the paper then and there 
received. The paper is a coarse book paper, and was used in print- 
ing books in eight [?] different dialects, for the Indians, viz., the 
Otoe, Kaw, Potawatomie, Ottawa, Shawnee, Delaware and Miami 
languages. A newspaper was also printed, the Sau-wa-noe Ke-saw- 
thwa, ‘the Shawnee Sun,’ (the first paper ever printed in the terri- 
tory . . . printed here from 1836 to 1842).” With this note is 
attached a certificate, dated in June, 1897, signed by John G. Pratt, 
to the effect that certificates of membership for the Wyandotte 
County Historical Society were printed on sheets from that ship- 
ment of paper made in 1838. 
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Ferries in Kansas 
PART II—KANSAS RIVER—Continued 
Gerorce A. Roor 


HE next ferry up river was at a point called “Bald Eagle,” 
‘+ opposite present Lecompton and about two miles distant from 
Douglas. At this point William K. Simmons, an old frontiersman 
who had crossed the plains in 1852, returned and took up a claim 
and started a ferry. His location had been named “Bald Eagle” on 
account of a number of bald eagles which nested in the tall syca- 
mores that grew on either side of the river at this point. He was 
the first settler in the vicinity and made a living by fishing and 
operating his ferry.14° This was the second ferry in operation within 
the limits of present Douglas county. 

Ely Moore, for many years a resident of Lecompton, in “The 
Story of Lecompton,” describes this early ferry. Arriving in that 
vicinity in the early fifties and wishing to cross the river, he ap- 
proached a wagon and made his wants known. 

“The wagon boss pointed to a huge sycamore log some twenty feet long, 
five feet in diameter with an excavation in the center five feet in length, three 
feet wide and two feet deep, with a 4x6-inch scantling for a keel, remarking, 
‘Thar’s the ferry and hyars the ferryman.’ As I looked my doubts about cross- 
ing on that log, he answered my looks by saying: ‘Don’t feel skeery, mister, 
for she’s as dry as a Missourian’s throat and as safe as the American flag.’” 

Simmons was a member of Lane’s regiment in the Mexican War, 
and had two honorable wounds in that struggle. Mr. Moore pays 
him this tribute: “In many respects he was a remarkable man. 
Even in the babyhood days of this city [Lecompton] when water- 
and-milk was an expensive luxury and whiskey subject to call, he 
refrained from its use, and no man ever heard him utter a profane 
word. Poor Bill may be dead, but if he is, many a worse man is 
living.”’25° 

Just how long Simmons operated his ferry at Bald Eagle has not 
been learned. However, it probably was not later than 1857. The 
following reference is from the Kansas Weekly Herald, Leavenworth, 
August 9, 1856. It was written by a member of the “twenty-seven 
hundred” who came over from Missouri to assist in wiping out 
Lawrence and is part of one of a series of articles describing his 


149. Andreas, History of Kansas, p. 351. 
150. Kansas Historical Collections, v. 11, pp. 466, 467. 
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experiences on the expedition. In “Notes to and from the Siege of 
Lawrence,” under date of May 18, 1856, this writer says: 

“To-day we are to cross the Kaw river, and to get to Lecompton. An enor- 
mous flatboat, seemingly large enough for another Noah’s Ark, receives us on 
board, bag and baggage. The baggage being packed on board upon our shoul- 
ders, we are further convinced, to use rather a stale phrase, that ‘Jordan is a 
hard road to travel.’ To get to the other side is now the difficulty. We all 
work our passage, hauling ourselves along by an old rope and making about 
half mile per hour. After keeping up this process until we are far above the 
capitol, we strike out, and at the imminent risk of several of our men, strike 
terra firma.” 

In 1857 Joseph Haddox laid out a town called Rising Sun, which 
was located close to the ferry landing on Simmons’ claim. This was 
directly opposite Lecompton, the territorial capital. At the new 
town, in 1857, Jerome Kunkel*®' established a ferry.°? He received 
a charter for his ferry in 1858 and also became a member of the 
town company the same year. Rising Sun grew into a lively little 
village and was the business point for the township for several 
years. Upon the building of the Union Pacific Railroad up the 
Kaw valley in 1865 and the establishment of Medina, a short dis- 
tance away, its business was soon taken away by the new town. 
Decline was slow but steady, and by 1883 every vestige of Rising 
Sun had disappeared, and the site is now a cultivated field.1** 

In 1861 a state road was established from Rising Sun to Grass- 
hopper Falls, on the west side of Grasshopper (now Delaware) 
river. In 1863 this road was changed from a point where the road 
crossed what was known as Spring branch, thence in a northwesterly 
direction past the east line of Ephraim Bainter’s land, thence north- 
westerly and north, running through the center of sections 24 and 25, 
T. 9, R. 17, to intersect the original survey at Tillotson’s ford.1*4 

Lecompton was located opposite Simmons’ claim and was platted 
in 1855, being named for Judge Samuel D. Lecompte, territorial 
chief justice and president of the town company. Other members 
of the Lecompton town company were: John A. Halderman, secre- 
tary; Daniel Woodson, territorial secretary and several times acting 
governor of the territory, who was treasurer; George W. Clarke, 
Chauncey B. Donaldson and William K. Simmons. In 1855 


151. The census of Jefferson county, Kentucky township, 1870, p. 12, lists Jerome Kunkel, 
48, farmer, native of Pennsylvania, owner of real estate worth $3,000, personal property, 
$1,000; wife Christina, born Pennsylvania, and three children, 9, 7, and an infant, all born 
in Kansas. 

152. Private Laws, Kansas, 1858, pp. 56, 57. 

158. Andreas, History of Kansas, p. 521. Personal interview with J. A. Brown, of Le- 
ompton, & ident of the town in 1857, and residing within the county most of the time 
since. 

154. Laws, Kansas, 1868, p. 87. 155. Andreas, History of Kansas, p. 351. 
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William K. Simmons, Wesley Garrett and Evan Todhunter were 
granted a charter by the legislature to operate a ferry at the new 
town of Lecompton. The act granted exclusive privileges up and 
down the river for a mile each side of the landing, for a five year 
period, but was in no wise to affect the rights and privileges granted 
the Lecompton Bridge Company." This company never built a 
bridge at Lecompton, but a bridge was built at this point by the 
eounty during the nineties. 

By 1860 Lecompton was without ferry accommodations. That 
year Robert C. Bishop was authorized by the legislature to operate 
a ferry across the Kansas river and have exclusive rights of landing 
within the corporate limits of the city, and for one mile below the 
eastern limit of the city on the south bank of the river and one mile 
from and below the west bank of the Grasshopper river on the 
north bank of the Kansas river.1** No further history of this ferry 
has been located. 

Owen Baughman is said to have operated a ferry at Lecompton 
for a time shortly before the building of the bridge in the late 1890's. 

J. A. Brown, of Lecompton, in an interview in May, 1932, said: 

“Lecompton never had more than one ferry running at a time, from the time 
of my arrival there in 1857. Jerome Kunkel was operating it at that date. 
The next year his cousin, Charles Kunkel, was in charge. Jerome Kunkel had 
been a captain in the army. William McKinney operated the ferry for Kunkel 
for several years. A. K. Lowe and boys also had charge for awhile. The first 
ferry was a rope ferry. Later a wire cable was stretched across the river. A 
wheel ran on this cable, and the boat was so attached to the wheel that the 
current of the river propelled the boat from one side of the river to the other, 
with little or no effort on the part of the ferryman. The landing place on the 
north side of the river was at a point just below the present wagon bridge 
across the Kaw. On that side of the river, riprapping and other means had 
been employed to confine the river channel, and there was a network of sunken 
logs, brush, stone, etc., that limited the channel the ferryboat could operate in. 
When the ferryboat reached that obstruction it was made fast and the cargo 
discharged.” 


Kunkle’s ferry operated until about 1876. 

According to E. J. Hill, long a resident of Lecompton, William 
M. McKinney operated the Lecompton ferry from about 1868 to 
1870. About 1870 a company built a pontoon bridge to take the 
place of the ferry. This pontoon was not a success, on account of 
the swift current of the river, and in less than a year was dis- 
continued. 


156. General Statutes, Kansas, 1855, pp. 780, 879. 
157. Private Laws, Kansas, 1860, p. 267. 
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The late Albert R. Greene, a former resident of Lecompton, 
operated the ferry there for about a year during the early 1890's. 
The Greene home in Lecompton was about half a mile from the 
river. A wire was strung from the ferry to the house, and when a 
patron on the opposite side of the river wished to call the boat, 
the wire was pulled, ringing a bell at the other end and summoning 
the ferryman. Mr. Greene employed a man to run the ferry, who 
operated the boat during the day, but was averse to running it after 
dark, there being practically no business after dark. On several 
occasions, however, Mr. Greene was routed out of bed along about 
midnight to take the boat to the opposite side of the river to bring 
back some belated individual. This happened once or twice too 
often, so Mr. Greene retired from the ferrying business.** 

Lecompton, probably because it was made the territorial seat 
of government, was the starting point or terminus of more roads 
than any other town in Kansas of its size. Two were authorized 
by the legislature of 1855, one starting from a point above the town 
of Franklin, on the California road, via the (Horseshoe) lake and 
the shore of the Kansas river to Lecompton; the other started from 
Atchison, via Mount Pleasant and Hickory Point, to a point opposite 
Lecompton.’*® The legislature of 1857 was lavish authorizing no 
less than ten roads, as follows: One from Lecompton to St. 
Bernard, thence to the county seat of Franklin county, thence to 
Pierce in Anderson county, thence to Cofachique, Allen county.’ 
Another ran from Wyandotte, by way of Secondine to Lecomp- 
ton; **1 another ran from Kickapoo to Lecompton; *® another ran 
from Lecompton to Roseport, Doniphan county; *®* another ran 
from Leavenworth to Lecompton, with a branch to Lawrence; 1 
another from Atchison, via Mount Pleasant, to a point on the Kan- 
sas river opposite Lecompton; *® another started from Lecompton, 
via Paola, Paris and Miami to Barnesville on the Little Osage to 
intersect the Fort Leavenworth-Fort Scott military road; *® an- 
other ran from Atchison, via Wigglesworth’s ford on Stranger creek, 
to Lecompton; ‘** another ran from Prairie City to Lecompton, ** 

158. Statement of Mrs. Lucy Greene (Henry F.) Mason. 

159. General Statutes, Kansas, 1855, pp. 952, 958, 962. 

160. Laws, Kansas, 1857, p. 172. 

161. Ibid.,p. 176. 162. Ibid., p. 178. 

168. Ibid., p. 181. 164. Ibid., pp. 181, 182. 


165. Ibid., p. 182. 166. Ibid., p. 183. 
167. Ibid., pp. 184, 185. 168. Ibid., pp. 185, 186. 
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and another started from Lecompton, crossing the Kansas river, 
running west to Calhoun and there forking, the left hand branch 
running a west course and intersecting the military road from 
Leavenworth to Fort Riley on the west of Indianola, and the right 
hand fork running a northwest direction by way of Elk City to 
Richmond, the county seat of Nemaha county.?® 

According to John McBee, of Topeka, who lived near Kaw City, a 
few miles north of Grantville, in the late fifties, the settlers in that 
vicinity traded at Lecompton, crossing the river on Kunkel’s ferry. 
After the building of the Union Pacific up the Kaw valley and the 
starting of Medina, this trade went to Medina, which was some 
miles closer. McBee says a ferry was also operated at Grantville 
for a time during the sixties. This point is about 10 miles west of 
old Bald Eagle or Rising Sun, as the town opposite Lecompton was 
called. 

Two attempts at securing a bridge for Lecompton were made dur- 
ing the year 1865. On January 11, that year, the Lecompton Bridge 
Company, composed of William Morrow, D. 8. McIntosh, L. Mc- 
Arthur, F. F. Benner (?), William M. Nace, Wilson Shannon, Jr., 
and A. D. Graves (?), was granted a charter to build a bridge to 
connect Lecompton and Rising Sun. Capital stock of the company 
was placed at $100,000, with shares at $100 each. This charter was 
filed with the secretary of state on January 12, 1865.17 Evidently 
nothing was done by this company, and on August 14, the same year, 
a@ new company, under the same name, was organized by L. Mc- 
Arthur, D. 8. McIntosh, Allen Parish, A. W. Chenoweth, S. Weaver, 
William M. Nace and William Weaver. Capital stock of the new 
organization was reduced to $60,000, shares being $100 each. This 
charter was not filed with the secretary of state until February 27, 
1866, 1"! and no bridge was built by the new company. 

The next ferry site up the river was at Medina. On January 14, 
1869, the county commissioners of Jefferson county issued a license 
to Jerome Kunkel and Wales Saunders, on payment of a $10 fee.!”” 

This ferry, designated as Saunder’s ferry, on the Kansas river, one- 
half mile southwest of Medina, is mentioned in connection with a 
road to this point established about July 7, 1869.178 

169. Ibid., pp. 187, 188. 

170. Corporations, v. 1, p. 18. 

171. Ibid., p. 70. 


172. Jefferson County, Commissioners’ Minute Book, 1868-69, p. 643. 
178. County Clerk, Jefferson county, Journal B, p. 101. 
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In Book B, Proceedings Jefferson County Commissioners, pp. 176, 
177, under date of December 6, 1869, is the following: 

“Newman Ferry—And now comes John Bouyer [?], Wales Saunders and 
others of Kentucky township and present their written petition for the estab- 
lishment of a ferry across the Kansas river one and a half miles above Medina 
on the road from Newman to Big Springs which said petition is ordered filed 
and the prayer of the said petitioner after having been duly considered by the 
board and the board being fully satisfied thereof is granted, and it is ordered 
by the board that the license for said ferry issue to the said John Bouyer and 
Wales Saunders. And it is further ordered by the board that the said John 
Bouyer & Wales Saunders pay . . . $10.00 for privilege . . . each year.” 

Ferry charges established by the board were: One ‘two-horse 
team, 25 cents; one horse and buggy, 20 cents; one man and horse, 
15 cents; one footman, 10 cents; cattle per head, 05 cents; sheep and 
hogs, per head, 03 cents. 

The next ferry on the river was at Tecumseh, about five miles 
distant. In 1854 Thomas N. Stinson and J. K. Waysman estab- 
lished a ferry at that point on the section line between Ranges 16 
and 17 East. Stinson had been a trader at Uniontown, near the 
western limit of present Shawnee county on the south side of the 
Kansas river, since 1848, and when the territory was opened for 
settlement had located a claim on the river about twenty miles 
below on which he laid out the townsite of Tecumseh and started 
a ferry. Stinson’s house was located on an eminence overlooking 
Calhoun Bluffs to the north of the river. A good road was con- 
structed to the ferry landing and the enterprise was considered an 
important one, the ferry being the principal crossing for the route 
from Leavenworth to the Sac and Fox and other southern agencies.!"* 
In 1855 Stinson was granted a twenty-year charter to maintain a 
ferry at the new town, the law providing that if the county tribunal 
failed to fix rates of ferriage the rates prevailing the previous year 
should remain in force until changed by the county. 

The following advertisement of this ferry appeared in a Topeka 
paper, and ran for months, this being copied from the Kansas 
Tribune, Topeka, April 14, 1856: 

“TgecuMSEH Ferry—Kansas RIver 

“The nearest and best route from Fort Leavenworth to Council Grove. 

“This ferry is now open, and ready to cross teams, passengers and freight 
at any hour. The ferryboat is large, entirely new, and built for this ferry. 
The landings on both sides are excellent at all stages of water, and for 
swimming cattle across is the best and safest place on the river. Emigrants 


174. Andreas, History of Kansas, p. 533. 
175. General Statutes, Kansas, 1855, p. 776. 
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and traders passing on the route between Fort Leavenworth and Council 
Grove, will find this the shortest and easiest road; Tecumseh being on a direct 
air line from Fort Leavenworth to Council Grove. It is nine miles from 
the ferry to the intersection of the Great Military Road, on the north side of 
the river. Teams leave the Military Road at Rock creek crossing, and thence 
across the old Parkville crossing of Muddy creek. Distance from Rock creek 
crossing to Muddy creek crossing, 7 miles; thence to the ferry 2 miles. 
Tecumseh is on the direct road from Westport to California. Total distance 
from Leavenworth to Tecumseh, 50 miles; thence to Council Grove, 65 miles; 
excellent grazing near each landing place free of expense. 
“Tecumseh, K. T., March 6, ’55. “T. N. Srmson, 
“J. K. Waysman.” 


Ferry charges in force at this crossing in 1856 were: One wagon, 
two horses, $1; each additional span of horses or yoke of cattle, 25 
cents; loose cattle or horses, per head, 10 cents; one horse and 
wagon, 75 cents; man and horse, 25 cents; foot passengers, 10 cents; 
sheep and hogs, 5 cents each.!¢ 

James K. Waysman lived about two miles east of Tecumseh, 
settling there in May, 1854. He rented the ferry owned by T. N. 
Stinson and operated it. In 1856 the citizens of Tecumseh agreed 
among themselves that they wouldn’t take any sides in the terri- 
torial troubles. Once when Mr. Waysman was absent from home, 
one Donaldson came and took his ferryboat as far as Lecompton. 
On his return Waysman followed down the river and found his 
boat still at Lecompton, and brought it home at his own expense. 
Sometime after Donaldson had taken the boat to Lecompton Mr. 
Stinson went to Waysman and reported that some men had come 
to him and asked if they might borrow the boat. Waysman told 
him they could not have it. These men then went to Waysman 
and asked to borrow it to take down stream, promising to protect 
him from the incursions of Free State men if he would do so. Ways- 
man declined, telling them they could not have the boat until they 
put him out of the way, and further that he did not want their 
protection.1™* 

The Kansas Weekly Herald, Leavenworth, of August 4, 1855, had 
a good write-up of the new town and its ferry. Among other things 
it said: 

“|. The channel runs on the south side of the bed, and the banks 
and bottom of the river, along here, are rock; consequently free from all 


danger of the bluffs ever washing off any. There are two good and easy slopes 
down to the river, besides an excellent road cut and graded down to the ferry 


176. Topeka State Journal, December 14, 1901. 


177. Statement of James K. Waysman, dated Topeka, February, 1888.—MS. in Kansas 
State Historical Society. 
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landing. The ferry is arranged with ropes and buoys, and is probably the best 
and most certain on the river. The ferry boat is large, new, and capable of 
crossing three teams and wagons at each trip. The steamboat landing is also 
a good one, easily approached and perfectly safe from sand bar obstructions.” 

In 1858 and 1859 Achilles M. Jordan operated the Stinson ferry, 
but whether as proprietor or for Stinson, we are unable to state. 
Jordan was a native of Indiana, born in 1824. He came to Kansas 
in 1855 and settled at Tecumseh. During the Civil War he was 
employed by the government to purchase live stock for the Union 
army. His death occurred at Fort Scott, October 9, 1864.27 The 
census of 1860 lists him as a ferryman, 36 years of age, born, 
Indiana; wife, Celia, 27, born, Kentucky; two children, born, Kan- 
gas.179 

Just how long Stinson operated his ferry we have been unable to 
learn, for records of Shawnee county commissioners, prior to 1862, 
cannot be located in the office of the county clerk. However, in 
1862 he signed as surety on a $500 bond with Remi H. Lecompte,'* 
who had secured a license for a ferry in that neighborhood. 

Remi H. Lecompte’s ferry, in all probability, succeeded Stinson’s, 
and operated from that location. On July 7, 1862, he received a 
license to operate a ferry across the Kansas river with landing 
privileges on lot 8 of the Kaw half breed lands on the north side of 
the river, and on the road running from Topeka to Leavenworth. 
Thomas N. Stinson was surety on his $500 bond required, which 
was accepted by the county, July 12, 1862.1*4 

Aside from the following complimentary notice of this ferry from 
a Topeka paper, no mention other than those found in official 
records has been found: 

“Lecompte’s ferry over the Kansas river, four miles below Topeka, is in 
good running order, and is said by travelers to shorten the distance several 
miles. Mr. Lecompte is an accommodating, gentlemanly man, and we are 
glad to know that he is receiving a good share of the traveling custom.”— 
Topeka Weekly State Record, December 17, 1862. 

The next year Mr. Lecompte was granted a license for a ferry, 
the application having recited that the ferry was where the one 
formerly owned by Updegraff and Brown was established, and 
about one and one-half miles below the State Road ferry, owned 

178. Information furnished by Vernon W. Wilson, Topeka, a relative. 

179. Census, Shawnee county, 1860, pp. 65, 66. 


180. Original bond in office of county clerk, Shawnee county, Kansas. 
181. Ferry bonds, office Shawnee county clerk; Commissioners’ Proceedings, Book A, p. 19. 
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and run by A. H, Lafon. His license was for one year, dating from 
October 1, 1863, and was granted without a tax.1*? 

In 1864 Lecompte had taken a partner in the ferry business, and 
the two were granted a license. Following is a copy of the bond they 
filed: 


“Know all men by these presents: That we, L. McArthur, A. H. Case, E. L. 
Wheeler, Derrick Updegraff as sureties for Remi H. Lecompte and James V. 
Summers, do acknowledge ourselves to owe and be indebted to the state of 
Kansas, in the sum of five hundred dollars, upon the following conditions 
to wit: 

“Whereas, Said Remi H. Lecompte and James V. Summers, are about to 
start and run a ferry across the Kansas river between Shawnee and Jefferson 
counties, at the place formerly known as the Updegraff ferry, and one and one- 
half miles below the State Road ferry, kept by Harvey Lafon. 

“Now, If said Remi H. Lecompte and James V. Summers shall faithfully 
perform all duties required by law at such ferry, then this bond shall be void, 
else remain in full force .. . 

“Given under our hands and seals this 29th day of August, a.p. 1864. 


“L. McArTHur (Seal) 

—.8. A. H. Case (Seal) 
25¢ Derrick Uppecrarr (Seal) 
Rev. E. L. WHeEever (Seal) 
Stmp. D. 8. Muncrr (Seal) 


“Approved August 29, 1864 
“Hiram McArruvr, Co. Clerk” 


By 1865 Tecumseh was probably without ferry accommodations. 
Early in the spring the following petition was presented to the 
Shawnee county officials: 

“We, the undersigned petitioners of Tecumseh and vicinity, do pray the 
county commissioners of Shawnee county Kansas to grant license to Ellie 
Quiett and Hiram Chapman to have and to run a ferry across the Kansas 
river at Tecumseh. 

“Tecumseh, April 3, 1865. 

“Signers’ names: 


“B. A. Murphy Ben Holzle 

J. H. Murphy John N. Schmidt 
Lewis Dearing P. D. Davis 

J. C. Copeland G. B. McLee 

Carl Casper H. H. Frizell 

V. Martin Wm. M. Jordan”183 
J. M. Reed 


182. Shawnee county, Commissioners’ Proceedings, Book A, p. 77. 
188. Original petition in office of county clerk, Shawnee county, Kansas. 
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This license was granted, and on May 18, following, Ellie Quiett**™ 
and Hiram Chapman, principals, and Wm. M. Jordan and Wesley 
Gregg, sureties, signed a bond for $1,000 to run a ferry at the town 
of Tecumseh until the January, a.p., 1866, term of the board of 
county commissioners.!* 

The next mention of this ferry is for the year 1871, at which time 
Susan Quiett 1** made application to the board of county commis- 
sioners of Jefferson county for a ferry license, which was granted 
by the board. A bond of $100 was required and the license issued 
upon payment of the clerk’s fees.1*7 Shawnee county, however, 
required a bond of $1,000, which was signed April 28; 1871, by 
Susan Quiett as principal and J. P. Campbell as surety, for the 
operation of this ferry for the year 1871, north of the town of 
Tecumseh, and granting privileges for one-half a mile up and same 
distance down from said point. Approved May 11, 1871, by P. I. 
Bonebrake, county clerk.1** 

Ferry charges for the years 1872 and 1873 were identical and 
were: two horses and wagon, 35 cents; one horse and wagon or 
buggy, 25 cents; horse and rider, 15 cents; loose horses and cattle, 
10 cents; sheep or hogs, 5 cents each.?®® 

Susan Quiett operated the ferry at least until the close of 1873, 
according to records in the Shawnee county clerk’s office. After- 
wards, Tecumseh, apparently, was once more without ferry facilities. 
On April 12, 1876, H. E. Goodell and others, of Tecumseh, presented 
a petition to the county commissioners, asking that T. F. Quiett be 
allowed to maintain a ferry without paying the legal license fee. 
The petition was rejected.?®! 

“Ed” Taylor, aged 73, of Ozawkie, Jefferson county, has stated 
that he crossed the Tecumseh ferry many times years ago when he 
brought vegetables to Topeka to sell. This was about the year 
1885.19? This would indicate that this ferry had been operated 
more or less continuously for a period of over thirty years. Beer’s 
Atlas of Shawnee County, published in 1873, marks the ferry. 


184. Census, Jefferson county, 1870, p. 7, lists E. Quiett, male, 61; real estate, $3,500; 
personal property, $1,200; native of North Carolina. 

185. Commissioners’ Proceedings, Book A, p. 189; original bond in office county clerk, 
Shawnee county, Kansas. ; 

186. Census, Jefferson county, 1870, p. 7, lists Susan Quiett as being 54 years of age; 
born, Tennessee; five children, between the ages of 28 and 11 years. 


187. Jefferson county, Proceedings Board of County Commissioners, February 7, 1871, 
Book C, p. 227. 


188. Original bond in office of county clerk, Shawnee county, Kansas. 

189. County Commissioners’ Proceedings, Book D, p. 55, 199. 

190. County Commissioners’ Minute Book, B-C, p. 368; original bonds in same office. 
191. Commissioners’ Proceedings, Book E, p. 26. 

192. Interview by Norman Niccum, of Ozawkie, April 29, 1933. 
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The legislature which authorized the Tecumseh ferry also estab- 
lished several territorial roads, one from Iowa Point to Eujatah to 
run by way of Tecumseh, One Hundred and Ten, and Columbia; 
another from Atchison, by way of Kickapoo, Leavenworth and 
Hickory Point, to Tecumseh and on to the old Santa Fé road near 
110 creek; another from Shawnee mission by way of William 
Donaldson’s, near Mill creek, by Blue Jacket’s ferry on the Waka- 
rusa, Big Springs to Tecumseh; and another from Willow Springs, 
via Glendale, crossing Elk fork of Wakarusa, between claims of 
Henry W. Frick, and Allen Pearson to the Kansas river at a point 
above or at Tecumseh.’** In 1866 a state road was established from 
Tecumseh, running south as near as practicable on the township 
line between ranges 16 and 17, and connecting with the state road 
leading to the Sac and Fox agency. William M. Jordan, Thomas 
Maguire and John Ridgeway were commissioners appointed to lay 
out and establish this road.’ 

A charter for a bridge at Tecumseh was passed by the legislature 
of 1855 and approved August 30 that year, giving special privileges 
to the Kansas River Bridge Company. Apparently little was done 
until 1857, when the company began soliciting subscriptions for the 
construction of a bridge. Advertisements of the enterprise named 
E. Hoogland, of Tecumseh, as being a trustee of the company. On 
commencement of work it was thought practicable to have teams 
cross on a temporary bridge inside of sixty days. Early in July that 
year the corner stone was laid. An iron bridge had been contracted 
for at Cincinnati, and it was expected the new structure would be 
completed with little delay. A territorial paper commenting on the 
new enterprise said: “The Tecumseh bridge is expected to be com- 
pleted by January 1, 1858. As it is the only bridge across the 
Kansas river, its stock must prove a profitable investment.” 1 
After completion of one pier work on the bridge was suspended. In 
1862 another effort was made to revive the bridge project. The 
legislature granted a three-year extension of time beginning with 
May 1, 1862, for the completion of the bridge,” but it was never 
built. 

Goodell’s ferry,®" about a mile upstream, was the next one. This 

198. General Statutes, Kansas, 1855, pp. 945, 947, 954, 969. 


194. Laws, Kansas, 1866, p. 224. 


195. General Statutes, Kansas, 1855, p 833; Kansas Weekly Herald, Leavenworth, March 
28; September 26, October 3, 1857. 


196. General Laws, Kansas, 1862, p. 116. 
197. Beers’ Atlas of Shawnee County, 1873, p. 54, shows a ferry at this point. 
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was probably the successor to the Topeka and Perryville Ferry 
Company, and was located at a point where the Goodell road 
reached the river—this being between S. 25 and 36, T. 11, R. 16. 
A license was granted to E. A. Goodell to operate a ferry at this 
point from March 4, 1872, to March 4, 1873, on the payment of $10. 
Ferriage charges authorized by the county were: two horses and 
wagon, 25 cents; one horse and buggy, 25 cents; man and horse, 
15 cents; footman, 10 cents; loose horses, mules and cattle, 10 cents 
each; hogs and sheep, 5 cents each.1** 

The Topeka and Perryville Ferry Company had a crossing on the 
river less than one mile above Tecumseh. The company was 
chartered March 18, 1871, E. A, Goodell, William P. Douthitt, C. C. 
Howard, H. C. Beard and William H. Weymouth being the in- 
corporators. The company was capitalized at $2,000, with shares 
$100 each. This ferry was located at a point where the section 
line between S. 25 and 36, in T. 11, R. 16, strikes the river in 
Shawnee county, landing in Jefferson county opposite. Special 
privileges were granted by the charter for one-half mile above and 
one-half mile below said point. This charter was filed with the 
secretary of state, March 20, 1871.1% The landing on the Shawnee 
county side was on land owned by Goodell. 

At a point two miles above Tecumseh, Derrick Updegraff was 
granted authority by the legislature of 1860 to maintain a ferry 
for a period of ten years, the act including special rights for one 
mile up and one mile down the river.” This ferry was on §S. 23, 
T. 11, R. 16, and is shown in Beers’ Atlas of Shawnee County, 1873, 
p. 54. Updegraff was one of the early settlers, locating at Tecumseh 
in 1854. 

Another ferry was started at the above location some years later. 
On February 28, 1870, a charter was issued to the Topeka and 
Grantville Ferry Company. Robert C. Love, John F. Center 
(Carter?) , John W. Norton, Harrison M. Knapp and J. B. Whittaker 
were the incorporators. The principal office of the company had 
not been decided on at the time the charter was issued, but probably 
was at Topeka. The company was capitalized at $2,500, with 
shares at $500 each. The company proposed to operate a ferry 
over the Kansas river, the south landing to be in S. 23, T. 11, R. 16, 
in Shawnee county, and on the north side of the river in S. 24, T. 11, 
R. 16, in Jefferson county. Three directors were chosen for the 

198. Shawnee county, Commissioners’ Proceedings, Book D, p. 47. 


199. Corporations, v. 8, p. 214. 
200. Laws, Kansas, 1860, p. 273. 
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first year, including R. C. Love, John F. Carter and J. B. Whit- 
taker.”°! Two years later another charter was granted to the above- 
named company, September 23, 1872. The new incorporators were 
A. W. Knowles, William P. Douthitt, C. O. Knowles, J. B. Whittaker 
and Michael Voorhis. The capital stock of the new organization 
was reduced to $2,000, with shares $100 each. The principal office 
of the company was at the ferry crossing, which was at the point 
where the state road from Leavenworth crossed the Kansas river.?°? 

The above incorporators were Topeka and Shawnee county men 
and prominent in early business circles. Whittaker was a civil 
engineer and prepared an early plat of the city of Topeka. 

The next ferry upstream was the State Road ferry, also known as 
Lafon’s ferry, having been established in 1862 by Alexander Harvey 
Lafon,”* a resident of Jefferson county. This ferry crossed the 
Kansas river at about S. 23, 24, T. 11, R. 16E. The following, 
found among a packet of ferry bonds in the office of the Shawnee 
county clerk, appears to be the earliest record of this ferry: 

“To the Honorable County Board of Shawnee county, Kansas. 

“The undersigned your petitioner would respectfully represent to your Hon. 
body that the Leavenworth and Topeka road is now nearly ready for travel 
from Leavenworth to the north bank of the Kansas river and will be com- 
pleted at an early date. That the said road crosses the said river at a point 
where there was not an established ferry. That your petitioner obtained a 
license from the county board of Jefferson at its April 1862 term to open a 
ferry at the said crossing, which ferry is now nearly ready for use, and as 
the river at the said point forms the boundary line between the countys of 
Shawnee and Jefferson it may be necessary for him to obtain a license from 
each of the said counties. 

“He therefore asks your Honors to grant him a ferry license for the said 
point for the term of nine months from the issue thereof, and also as the 
ferry may not be profitable he asks that he may be exempt from paying the 
tax thereon until the amt. of crossing will justify. 

“Respectfully submitted, A. H. Laron.” 

“July 7th, 1862.” 


A second application for a license, bearing no date, but which 
must have been for 1862, was presented to the county board, of 
which the following is a copy: 

“To the Board of County Commissioners in and for Shawnee County. 

“Whereas Harvey La Fawn [Lafon] of Jefferson county Kansas has obtained 
a license from said county of Jefferson to keep and maintain a ferry where the 
state road from Leavenworth to Topeka crosses the Kaw or Kansas river. and 

201. Corporations, v. 2, p. 295. 


202. Ibid., v. 4, p. 501. 
208. Alexander Harvey Lafon was county surveyor of Jefferson county, 1868-1870. 
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whereas said Harvey LaFawn has a ferry in operation on the Kansas river 
where said road crosses therefore the said Harvey LaFawn now makes appli- 
cation to the Board of County Commissioners of Shawnee county Kansas for 
a license to run and maintain a ferry in Shawnee county where the said state 
road crosses the Kansas river for the space of one year. 

“A. H. Laron. 

“Received since the establishment of said ferry in cash 35.15. in accounts 
38.10.” 

Lafon was given a license the first year without the usual tax, 
but was required to give a $1,000 bond, which was approved by the 
county. This ferry existed for several years and was known as 
the State Road ferry. Ferriage rates for 1864 were: Government 
freight wagon, $1.25; 2 horses and wagon, 40 cents; 1 yoke oxen and 
wagon, 40 cents; 1 horse and buggy, 35 cents; 2 horses and buggy, 
50 cents; 4 horse stage, 40 cents; 2 horse stage, 25 cents; man and 
horse, 25 cents; loose horses and cattle, each 10 cents; sheep and 
hogs, each 5 cents; footman, 10 cents; each extra team, 15 cents.?* 

Ferriage rates for 1865 showed a slight change, as shown by this 
schedule: Government and freight wagons, $1.25; 2 horse wagon 
or buggy, 50 cents; 1 yoke of cattle and wagon, 50 cents; every 
extra span of horses or yoke of cattle, 25 cents; 1 horse and buggy, 
35 cents; 4 horse stage, 37 cents; 2 horse stage, 25 cents; loose cattle 
and horses, each, and footman, 10 cents; sheep and hogs, each, 5 
cents; for all crossing over and back the same day, half price; 
ministers and priests when going to appointments, half price.?% 

Lafon’s ferry, licensed till the first Monday in January, 1866, 
apparently went out of business sometime in 1865, as no further 
mention of its operation has been located. 

A. C, Hurd’s ferry succeeded the above, and was located at the 
same place. He was born near Scipio, Alleghany county, N. Y., 
January 14, 1839. He came to Kansas in 1857, and for a few years 
worked in a grist mill at Indianola. In August, 1862, he enlisted in 
Company L, Fifth Kansas cavalry. After being mustered out of 
service he returned to Shawnee county and bought the ferry across 
the river on the Jefferson-Shawnee county line. He was connected 
with the ferry for the next seven years, making his home in Jeffer- 
son county and farming on the side in the meantime.2 Ferry 
charges for the year 1867 were as follows: “Two horses and wagon, 
25 cents; for each additional team, 15 cents; for horseman, 15 cents; 

204. Shawnee county, Commissioners’ Records, Book A, pp. 83-84. 


205. Ibid., Book A, p. 189. 


206. Chapman Bros., Portrait and Biographical o- of Jackson, Jefferson and Potta- 
watomie counties, pp. 769- 771; Corporations, v. 2, p. 
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freight wagon, $1.25; one horse and bug, 20 cents; loose horses and 
cattel, per head, 10 cents; loose hogs and sheep, per head, 5 cents; 
footman, 10 cents. But no more than the above fees as filed in the 
foregoing,” the commissioners cautioned in the records.? 

In 1867 Jesse Enochs, a brother-in-law, appeared to have become 
a partner, and bonds were filed for the years 1867 and 1868, men- 
tioning Fitzsimmons Hurd and A. C. Hurd as proprietors. License 
fees for these years were $10 each.?%* 

The Hurds took out a license for 1869, but evidently there was 
a change in proprietorship early that year, for A. C. Hurd and 
Jesse Enochs filed a bond as principals with Shawnee county. A 
$500 bond for the year 1870 was filed on January 1, A. D. Craigue 
and E. P. Kellam being sureties.” Their license this year was is- 
sued on April 7.72° 

There was a reorganization of the business in the spring of 1870, 
and Hurd incorporated his ferry under the name of the Leaven- 
worth and Topeka State Road Ferry Company. The charter was 
filed with the secretary of state April 5, 1870, naming A. C. Hurd, 
Jesse Enochs, Jacob R. Bowes, John Enochs and James E. Greer as 
incorporators. Capital stock was placed at $2,000, with shares $200 
each. The ferry was to be located at a point known as Hurd’s 
ferry, in S. 24, T. 11, R. 16E., in Tecumseh township, with the 
principal office of the company at the place where the ferry was 
located.?44 

On April 7, 1870, Hurd and Company applied to Jefferson county 
for their license, which cost $10, and specified that ferriage rates 
were to remain the same as charged heretofore and fixed by the 
county board.?!2 

For some reason or other Mr. Hurd and Jesse Enochs, his brother- 
in-law, applied to the legislature of 1871 for right to operate a ferry 
across the Kansas river. This was House Bill No. 326, of that 
session. The bill was referred to the committee on corporations, 
which, after amending the measure, recommended its passage. It 
failed to pass, dying on the calendar.?"* 

The same year Hurd applied to Jefferson county for a license, and 
the county board ordered the county clerk to issue it.2"* The follow- 

207. Jefferson county, Commissioners’ Proceedings (first book), pp. 425, 426. 

208. Shawnee county, Commissioners’ Proceedings, Book A, p. 866; Book B-C, p. 211. 

209. Original bonds in office of county clerk, Shawnee county. 

210. Jefferson county, Commissioners’ Proceedings, April 7, 1870, Book C, p. 82. 

211. Corporations, v. 2, p. $27. 

212. Jefferson county, Commissioners’ Proceedings, April 7, 1870, Book C, p. 82. 


218. House Journal, Kansas, 1871. 
214. Jefferson county, Commissioners’ Proceedings, July 8, 1871, Book C, p. 825. 
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ing year, 1872, Speer and Blanchard obtained a license to operate a 
ferry at this location, stating that their ferry was “where the Kansas 
river was crossed by the Leavenworth and Topeka state road, at 
the same point where Hurd and Enochs ran a ferry during the year 
1871.” Their bond was filed with the clerk of Shawnee county. 
Rates of ferriage were as follows: Two horses and wagon, 35 cents; 
one horse, and wagon, 25 cents; horse and rider, 15 cents; loose 
horses or cattle, 10 cents each; sheep or hogs, 5 cents each; footman, 
10 cents.?25 

The following order was issued by the Shawnee county commis- 
sioners in 1872: “Robert McCoy, ferry license at old Hurd ferry, 
on Leavenworth and Topeka state road, $10, he to be allowed to 
charge the same rates of ferriage as was granted to Hurd and 
Blanchard. The order granting license to Speer and Blanchard is 
hereby revoked. Done November 8, 1872.” 218 

The next spring Jesse Enochs, of Kaw township, Jefferson county, 
obtained a ferry license dated April 8, 1873, for this same location, 
giving a $1,000 bond. His ferriage rates were the same as prevailed 
during the year 1871.7!" 

Apparently the ferry business was abandoned at this point for 
several years, the next permit being granted by Shawnee county in 
1878, to Enochs and Jackson. They filed a bond for $400, which 
was approved August 6, 1878.21 This probably was the last ferry- 
ing done at this location. 

The next ferry above was at the old town of Calhoun, about one 
mile distant, the landing on the north side being on tract No. 7, 
Kaw half breed lands, and on the south being on 8. 23, T. 11, R. 16. 
In 1857 James Kuykendall was authorized to maintain a ferry at 
this town, with special privileges for one mile up and one mile down, 
for a period of twenty years.2® Kuykendall must have retired 
from the business within the next two years, as the ferry went into 
other hands. James Kuykendall was a pioneer in county business in 
old Calhoun county. He had held the office of sheriff of Platte 
county, Missouri, for four years, had been probate judge for a 
decade, and a public man generally. In Calhoun he was probate 
judge, chairman of the board of county commissioners, register of 
deeds, county clerk and prosecuting attorney.?”° 

215. Original document in office of county clerk, Shawnee county. 

216. Shawnee county, Commissioners’ Proceedings, Book D, p. 130. 

217. Jefferson county, Commissioners’ Proceedings, Book D, p. 319. 

218. Shawnee county, Commissioners’ Proceedings, Book E, pp. 375, 376. 


219. Laws, Kansas, 1857, pp. 161, 162. 
220. Andreas, History of Kansas, p. 13839. 
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Kuykendall may have been looking forward to patronage for his 
ferry, for in 1855 he, together with James Wilson*** and William 
Christison, were commissioned to lay out a road from Delaware on 
the Missouri river to Calhoun on the Kansas river. This road had 
two branches, one terminating at Topeka, on the south side of the 
river, the other continuing up the Kaw valley and intersecting the 
military road from Fort Leavenworth to Fort Riley, near the 
Soldier-creek crossing, at Indianola.?* With all its advantages, 
the Calhoun ferry landing on the south side of the river terminated 
in an expanse of heavy river sand?** which must have been some- 
what of a drawback. 

Kuykendall retired from the ferry business probably late in 1858, 
for the Topeka Tribune of April 28, 1859, stated that there were 
several ferries in operation on the river to accommodate the travel 
to the gold mines, one being at Calhoun Bluffs, and operated by 
Robert Walker. The same issue contained the following “puff” of 
this ferry: “Calhoun Ferry—We publish an advertisement for the 
ferry. The proprietor, Mr. Walker, has fitted up a new boat and 
promises to cross teams, etc., with safety and despatch. He will do 
a good business as he understands the benefits arising from Printer’s 
Ink.” 

The advertisement referred to above follows: 

“CaLHOUN Ferry 
“ROBERT WALKER. 

“The proprietor of the above named ferry takes this method to inform the 
traveling public, that having built a new, large class boat, and gone to great 
expense in grading down the landings, he is prepared to cross teams, droves 
and travelers, &c. with greatest safety and dispatch, and at the lowest cus- 
tomary rates. 

“This ferry is situated on the shortest, best and most direct route from 
Leavenworth, via Topeka, Council Grove to Santa Fé or the Pike’s Peak gold 
mines, and most of this travel is now crossing here. Persons teaming between 
Leavenworth and Topeka will find this route five miles nearer, with better 
road and accommodations than by way of Indianola, besides avoiding the 
Soldier creek ford. 

“Calhoun, April 21st, 1859—42m3. Rosert WALKER.” 


The following year found Mr. Walker getting ready for travel. 
A local Topeka paper said: “Robert Walker gives notice that he 
has refitted his ferry at Calhoun, five miles east of Topeka, and 
that teamsters to the river will save time and travel by going to 
his ferry to cross. He has opened a house of entertainment, near 

221. Wilson was an early sheriff of Calhoun county. 


222. General Statutes, Kansas, 1855, pp. 962, 968. 
228. Green, Report Smoky Hill Expedition, p. 8. 
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by, where he will rest the weary and feed the hungry. Try him. He 
will do as he agrees.” 224 
The following advertisement appeared at the same time: 


“Calhoun Ferry—Robert Walker would remind the traveling public that 
he has refitted the above ferry in a most substantial manner, making it an 
expeditious and safe crossing. The road to Leavenworth by this ferry is 
shorter by several miles than any other, as well as better. 

“T have also opened a house of entertainment on the north bank of the 
river, known as the Calhoun House, where belated travelers can find every 
accommodation and comfort which a Western hotel affords. 

“Service prompt and charges moderate.” 225 » 

The Calhoun ferry location apparently was not a profitable one, 
and was probably abandoned by Mr. Walker after the season of 
1862, as no further mention of it has been located other than this 
bond, filed that year: 


“Know all men by these presents that we G. P. Clark as principal and 
Robert Walker as security are held and firmly bound unto the state of Kansas 
in the sum of One Thousand Dollars lawful money of the United States to be 
paid to the state of Kansas, for which payment well and truly to be made we 
hereby bind ourselves our heirs executors and administrators firmly by these 
presents. Sealed with our seals—dated the 10th day of May, a.p., 1862. The 
condition of the above obligation is such that whereas the county clerk, 
and clerk of the board of county commissioners of the county of Shawnee, 
in vacation has granted to the said G. P. Clark a license ‘to keep a ferry on 
the Kansas river, at the crossing of the same near the town of Calhoun, in 
Calhoun [now Shawnee] county’ and state of Kansas, until the end of the 
next term of said board of county commissioners. Now if the said G. P. 
Clark shall faithfully perform the duties required by law at such ferry then 
this obligation to be void, otherwise to be and remain in full force and virtue. 

“G. P. Crark, (Seal) 
“Ropert Waker (Seal)” 

{Endorsed on back]—“Approved this 10 day of May a. p., 1862—Hram Mc- 

Arruur County Clerk.” 226 


In 1861 Robert Walker evidently was seeking a new location for 
his ferry. That year he applied to the legislature for a charter for 
a ferry to be located at or close to the mouth of Soldier creek, 
over the Kansas river. This act granted special privileges for one 
mile up and one mile down the river; was vetoed by the governor, 
and was passed over his veto by both houses.?** This location is 
near the “three bridges” over Soldier creek, two of which are rail- 
road bridges, and just on the outskirts of North Topeka. 

224. Kansas State Record, Topeka, April 7, 1860. 

225. Ibid. 


226. Original bond in office of county clerk, Shawnee county. 
227. Private Laws, Kansas, 1861, pp. 85, 36. 
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Following the granting of this charter, Walker made application 
for a ferry license, his bond having been signed by Daniel Handley: 

“To the Hon. Board of County Commissioners of the County of Shawnee: 

“The petition of Robert Walker a resident of the county of Shawnee and 
state of Kansas respectfully shows that the interests of the traveling public 
require that a ferry should be kept at or near the mouth of Soidier creek across 
the Kansas river and to the end that the public convenience may be sub- 
served by the keeping of such ferry your petitioner prays your Honorable body 
to grant him a license to keep a ferry for one year at the place aforesaid or 
within one mile above or below the mouth of said Soldier creek. 

“Topeka, July 23d, 1861. Rosert Wacker.” 228 

On the granting of his application, Walker posted the following 
rates of ferriage for the year beginning July 23, 1861: “Govern- 
ment and freight wagons, $1.25; two-horse wagon or buggy, 50 cents; 
one yoke of cattle and wagon, 50 cents; every extra span of horses 
or yoke of cattle, 25 cents; one horse and buggy, 35 cents; four- 
horse stages, 37 cents; two-horse stages, 25 cents; man and horse, 
25 cents; loose cattle and horses, each, 10 cents; sheep and hogs, 
each, 5 cents; footmen, 10 cents.” 2° 

By 1862 the Walker ferry had passed into the control of Joseph 
Middaugh and Oren A. Curtis. 

About the time the ferrying season of 1862 was approaching, the 
ferry proprietors of Topeka and vicinity of Soldier creek must have 
inspired the following petition which was presented to the county 
board: 


“To The Honorable The Board of County Commissioners of Shawnee County. 

“The undersigned respectfully petition your honorable board that the rates 
of ferriage for the coming year to be collected at the ferries across the Kansas 
river near the mouth of Soldier creek and at the city of Topeka may be fixed 
at the following rates to wit: 


Government and Freight Wagons....................see+5 $1.25 
ee ee I Is 55 5006 c cco cicaccccccccccccese 
Cee Se ie I Oe IO on ccvicscuccccctarcnccececes 
Every extra span of horses or yoke of cattle............... 
I No os cis 2 dadu Sh es0dds bade ceeacewess 
it. ket cdectekdeeeks bet sbenb an ebunse és 
acide ktusdkivedssindsttsobeskbanseenae 
Sn... avadduawisabedaseds ahs ¥os540enceooes 
Loose Cattle & Horses, each & footman................... 
EE MNES nn o05.545 5406055050 eshbnseeuesesceses d 
Ministers and Priests when going to appointment....... half price 
“Your petitioners respectfully ask that this petition may receive at your 


hands a favorable consideration. 


SRReRRES 


& 


228. Original document in office of county clerk, Shawnee county. 
229. Ibid. 
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“And your petitioners will ever pray &c. 


“David Brockway J. F. Cummings A. L. Williams 
C. C. Whiting Geo. B. Holmes M. G. Farnham 
J. M. Hamilton M. K. Smith C. K. Gilchrist 
W.S. Nichols Joshua Knowles W. B. Flanders 
Jno. Martin Justus Brockway Jacob Smith 
W. K. Elliott John W. Farnsworth J. H. Defouri 
D. H. Horne John Ritchie C. H. Gibson 
A. H. Case Nate Swan Paul R. Hubbard 
John A. Ward G. G. Gage F. Billings 
S. H. Fletcher J. B. Whitaker D. N. Buffum 
T. Gullett Geo. O. Wilmarth F. Durbin [7] 
John T. Morton Geo. F. Boyd John J: Boyd 
W. R. Brown Ross Burns James A. Hunter 
E. W. King August Roberti James Conwell 
John T. Marrat Morris Pickett A. F. Neely 
E. C. K. Garvey James R. Parker J. M. Kuykendall 
H. M. Kitchen J. F. Jenner Geo. W. Anderson 
J. A. Hickey A. D. Craigue E. G. Moon 
C. G. Cleland H. H. Wilcox S. Hartman 
W. McElheny R. M. Lowe [7] Nelson Young 
W. Young John Young I. T. Vaughan 
Charles Engstrom Michael Green Geo. Ludington 
George Doane Elijah Osterhout S. E. Chure”230 
Wm. Boyd Lorenz Pauly 


The petition must have been successful, for the following order 
was issued: 


“It is hereby ordered by the board of county commissioners in and for 
Shawnee County and state of Kansas that J. Middaugh and O. A. Curtice are 
hereby granted a licence for a ferey at Topeka on the payment to the county 
clerk the sum of fifteen dollars and they are hereby authorized to collect the 
folowing charges for crosing: 


Government freight wagon .......... $1.25 

I aoc dcescsencceweses .40—Buggy, .50 

One yoke of oxen and wagon......... .40—Each extra team, .15 
SN ME oss dnd da. 0ie eacine's .35 

SR IN 6 ce cccccccccccecees .40 

SR IY hc b4:sidea 4404 6vaecksae 25 
een ct shehatiaecs 25 

Loose hosses and Cattle.............. .10 

IE ods cucwadcccdesvanis 05 

I re was baw kane banunds 10 


“And the same license for the lower ferry comonly known as Walker's ferry 
and also the same rates of ferrage for the said lower ferry for the space of 
one year and no longer. 

[Endorsed on back] “Approved Jan. 6, a.p. 1862, Samug. Koster, 


Ch. Co. Bo.” 231 
280. Ibid. 
281. Ibid. 
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Little is known of the operation of this ferry, and aside from the 


following complaint and the record of licenses and bonds, nothing 
else has been located: 


“County of Shawnee “To the Hon. board of County Commissioners of 
“State of Kansas the above named county of Shawnee. 


“Your petitioners would respectfully ask of your Hon. Court that the pro- 
prietors and grantees of the ferry on the Topeka to Leavenworth road known 
as the Curtis & Middaugh ferry—crossing the Kaw river about 2% miles below 
the city of Topeka be compelled to put the same in a fit and proper condition 
for travel. 

“And would further state that the landings of said ferry are in an almost 
impassable condition—to the great detriment of travellers—teamsters & the 
public generally—and to the manifest injury of the interests of Shawnee co.— 
all of which we most respectfully submit. 


“Oct. 5th ’63. 
“John Armstrong Wm. Bivins Edward Bradshaw 
Stephen Battey 8. P. Thompson A. B. Gordon 
J. N. Young James Fletcher James R. Palmer 
Nate Swan J. C. Disney G. Billings 
Chris Haynes H. A. Gale W. [7] 8. Nichols” 2 


Joseph Middaugh and O. A. Curtis operated this ferry up to 
1864.75 Beginning with 1865, William Curtis and Mr. Middaugh 
became business associates in this ferry, applying for a license and 
filing a bond for $1,000 for operating at this point.?** 

The next ferry up the river was located at the foot of Kansas 
avenue, Topeka. Just when it was located at this point has not 
been definitely ascertained, but it must have been close to the year 
1860, which year O. A. Curtis, father of former Vice President 
Charles Curtis, was in charge. Mr. Curtis had previously been em- 
ployed by the Papans to run their ferryboat. At this time there 
was a large island in the center of the river on a line with Kansas 
avenue. The ferry crossed just above this island. Later a pontoon 
bridge succeeded the ferry, being anchored to trees on this island. 

About one-half mile west of Kansas avenue was the original 
location of the Papan ferry, variously stated to have been located 
at the foot of Western avenue, or at the foot of Polk or Tyler streets. 
However, there is evidence that some sort of a roadway ran to 
the river close to the foot of Tyler, just immediately below the 
present Rock Island Railway bridge, as the remains of an old 
corduroy road show (1933) at this point in at least three separate 
places. This old roadway was accidentally uncovered while excavat- 

282. Ibid. 


288. Shawnee county, Commissioners’ Proceedings, Book A, pp. 49, 83. 
234. Original bond in office of county clerk, Shawnee county. 
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ing for a large storm sewer which empties into the river at this point. 
The old road had been covered with silt to a depth of several feet 
in places, portions of it apparently having been destroyed by flood 
or having been removed by other agencies. The Papans came into 
present Soldier township in 1840, and in 1842 established a ferry, 
the south landing of which was within the boundaries of the city 
streets named above. At this time there was some travel between 
Fort Leavenworth and Mexico and the Southwest—soldiers, trap- 
pers, traders, surveyors, explorers, government officers and others— 
enough to justify them in starting a ferry. They built a log house 
on the river bank adjacent to their ferry and here they made their 
home. The first boats operated by these pioneers were primitive 
affairs, being fashioned from logs, hollowed out and known as “dug 
outs,” and propelled by long poles or oars. 

One of the earliest mentions of this ferry is the following, written 
in May, 1843, by one of a party of emigrants on the way to Oregon: 


s . We came to the edge of the Caw river. The river was considerably 


swollen on account of recent rains. There were no boats and of course no 
bridges then, but a Frenchman in the neighborhood had three dugouts made 
of logs. These my father secured the next morning and with them made a 
platform, fastening the dugouts about four feet apart, and on this very 
primitive craft the wagons were one by one ferried across. The better part 
of two days was spent in crossing the river . . . We rested a day at the 
Caw river because the rains were so heavy, and about Friday we started on 
again. . . . There were one hundred and twenty-seven wagons in our 
company and something over four hundred and fifty souls.” 235 


Another with this expedition says: “We learn from Burnett, who 
kept a brief journal of the trip, that his division ‘on the 24th 
[May] reached the Walcalusia [Wakarusa] river,’ where he says: 
“We let our wagons down the steep banks by ropes.’ They reached 
the Kansas river on the 26th and finished crossing it five days 
later.” 236 

The year 1844 has gone down in history as the year of the big 
flood in Kansas. That year the Kaw river valley for weeks was a 
seething torrent. The river extended from bluff to bluff. Where 
North Topeka now stands flood waters twenty feet deep or more 
covered the land and swept the valley as far as eye could reach. 
United States army engineers gathering data during 1933 for the 
Kiro dam project have estimated that the flood of 1903 lacked 
eight feet of attaining the height during the flood of 1844.—State- 
ment of V. R. Parkhurst, Topeka civil engineer, to the author, 


235. E. H. Lennox, Overland to Oregon, pp. 17, 18, 21. 
2386. Wm. A. Mowry, Marcus Whitman and the Early Days of Oregon, p. 201. 
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August 29, 1933. During the height of the flood, Major Cummings, 
paymaster for the United States army, wishing to cross from the 
south to the north side of the river, was rowed by an Indian from a 
point about the corner of Topeka avenue and Second street, Topeka, 
to the bluffs a mile or more beyond Soldier creek. One of the 
Papans lived in a house just above the Kansas avenue bridge of 
to-day. This house withstood the flood until the waters came under 
the eaves, when it floated away. The river at this time cut a new 
channel, making an island of the land on which the house stood. 
During the flood their ferry outfit was swept away. The Papans 
returned to their old home in Kansas City, where they remained 
about two years, when they returned and reéstablished their ferry.7°7 

“The ferry was not always in one place. Year by year, as the river changed, 
it would move up or down; wherever the banks made the best landing they 
would move their boat, but always within a few rods of their homes. They 
served the travelers who were going north and south on their way west, and 
it was a good business, for they were usually in a hurry and were willing to 
pay good prices to cross the yellow torrent. In those days the river was 
larger than it is now and it was a hard and dangerous task to ford it any place. 
Their boat was a crude affair, made of hand-hewn logs, with a guide rope to 
keep it in place. The current helped it across, but most of the power was 
furnished by sweeps and poles in the hands of the ferrymen and passengers, 
who usually had to work, as well as pay their way across.” 238 


Joseph H. Ware, in The Emigrant’s Guide to California, published 
in 1849, says: “At the Kansas crossing, distance 100 miles, you will 
find a ferry owned by two Indians (French Kaws). The charge for 
crossing is one dollar for a wagon; horses or loose stock you can 
swim across. About ten miles above there is a mission station by 
the M. E. [Baptist?] Church where any blacksmith work can be 
done, which accidents have made necessary.” 

From 1847 to 1853 the Papans did a flourishing business, as the 
Orgeon and California travel was very heavy about this time. A 
log house built by them in 1848 was standing, northwest of North 
Topeka, during the middle 1870’s.**° The Papans also operated a 
toll bridge across Shunganunga creek, about three-fourths of a mile 
east of the present Topeka Santa Fé depot. A large percentage of 
the overland California traffic crossed over their bridge and ferry.?*° 

In 1853 Papan’s ferry was operating about a mile below the Kaw 
Indian village of Fool Chief, which at that time was located in the 
Kaw valley, between the river and Soldier creek, on the S. E. % of 

237. W. W. Cone, Historical Sketch of Shawnee County, Kansas, p. 7. 

238, Topeka State Journal, August 29, 1929. 


239. W. W. Cone, Historical Sketch of Shawnee County, Kansas, p. 7. 
240. Topeka State Journal, December 8, 1893. 











366 Tue Kansas HistoricaL QUARTERLY 


S. 16, T. 11, R. 15, a little over four miles west of the mouth of 
Soldier creek.?*1 

John E. Rastall, an old-time Kansan, crossed the Kaw on this 
ferry during 1856, and described the incident in the old Kansas 
Magazine, of Topeka, in its issue of January, 1873, as follows: 


“The crossing of the Kaw (Kansas) river was infinitely quicker, safer and 
more pleasant than that of the Missouri. The foresight of the citizens had 
provided a long and strong wire cable which was stretched across, its south 
end being fastened near what is now the foot of Polk street, in Topeka. 
Attached to this wire was a flatboat, sufficiently large to carry a wagon and 
two yoke of oxen, and similar in build to the one before mentioned. By 
an ingenious contrivance, the boat, though without wheels, oars, or motive 
power within itself, was self propelling. Upon the cable were two wheels, or 
pulleys, through which were passed lines fastened to the boat. The line at 
the bow, connecting it with the wheel on the cable, was somewhat shorter 
than on the stern, so that the craft lay at an angle of forty-five degrees with 
the rapid current of the stream. This current striking the side diagonally, 
and passing around the stern, gave a forward motion to the boat, and the 
wheels upon the cable acting freely, we soon slipped across to our destination, 
Topeka—what there was of it.” 


Max Greene, in his The Kansas Region, published in the year 
1856, describing ferries, had this to say of this early-day enterprise: 

“Next is Pappan’s ferry; with Pappan’s house on the right, peeping cosily 
out from its environment of trees. On the other side, an open plain uplifts 
its garlands braided in the tall, rank grass that sways to the combing breeze. 
Here is the eastern limit of the Pottawatomies, one hundred and fifteen miles 
from the mouth of the river. Passing onward, broad wings of timber fold in 
on both sides; with the southern bluffs looming up a hundred feet. The Great 
Crossing is then reached, where there are three ferries. On the south bank is 
a Pottawatomie village, with stores, a Baptist Mission and school. In this 
field of labor, the agents of the church have been more successful than or- 


dinary, and there are some children of the wild who have reason to bless their 
efforts.” 


Just how late the Papans operated their ferry has not been 
learned, but it must have been into the middle 1850’s. They may 
have operated more than one ferry, as contemporary accounts 
mention them in widely separated places—several miles west of 
Topeka, and also on the Anthony Ward farm adjoining Topeka, at 
about the foot of Western avenue. This last location was a little 
over one and a half miles south of the Indianola crossing of Soldier 
creek on the Fort Leavenworth military road.” 

Peter De Shattio, descendant of an old St. Louis family, who 


241. Statement of Frederick Chouteau, in Kansas Historical Collections, v. 1-2, p. 287; 
v. 8, p. 425. Statement of Fannie E. Cole, ibid., v. 9, p. 578. 


242. Topeka State Journal, December 3, 1893. 
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if married Ann Davis, a free negro woman, at Uniontown, about 1848, 
moved to the vicinity of present Topeka and took a claim lying 
alongside the Kansas river. While living there De Shattio operated 
the Papan ferry for a year or more. He later relinquished his claim 


‘ and took another to the southwest of the Topeka townsite, thinking hk 
4 the city would be built there. 

d In 1885 Messrs. Martin and Coville*** were owners and operators 
h of the old ferry. On August 13, 1856, a wagon train of about 60 
a. wagons, and followed by about 500 persons, arrived at the north 
d landing and were brought across. This train had started from 
y Milwaukee, Wis., on May 20, and continual accessions to it were 
: made in the territory through which it passed, until it became a 
t small-size army in itself.*4* This was commonly known as “Lane’s 
T Army of the North.” Ferry charges as fixed by the commissioners 
h of Shawnee county for that year were: Two horses and one wagon, 
r $1; each additional span of horses or yoke of cattle, 25 cents; loose 
: cattle or horses, per head, 10 cents; one horse and wagon, 75 cents; 
; man and horse, 25 cents; foot passengers, 10 cents; sheep and hogs, 

per head, 5 cents. 


By April, 1857, the ferry appears to have been in new hands. An 
item in the Topeka Tribune, of April 13, stated that “Messrs. 
y Howard & Co. would start their ferry again for the season of 1857 
near the place occupied last year.” 

P. I. Bonebrake, a resident of Shawnee county and for many years 
a resident of Topeka, crossed the ferry in June, 1859. He and his 
wife had arrived opposite Topeka, in what later became the town of 
Eugene (now North Topeka). It was then a forest, inhabited by 
French-Kaw half-breed Indians. The river was crossed by a rope 
ferry operated by the Papans. At this time Topeka had about 
600 people. The town was not inviting. A steamboat had just 
passed up the river, laden with merchandise, and in going up had 
severed the cable on which the ferry operated. As a consequence 
he and Mrs. Bonebrake had to go into camp for three days to allow 
the proprietor to procure another cable from Leavenworth. In the 
meantime many teams and immigrants gathered in the bottom near 
the river—Pike’s Peak government trains, Kaw Indians, dogs, etc., 
all waiting to be crossed.*** 
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248. H.C. a located in Mission township in December, 1854, settling on the 8. E. % 
8. 27, 7. 11, 15. He was killed during the Price raid, in 1864. —Cone, Historical Sketch 
) of Shawnee K., Kansas, p. 10. 

244. Kansas Tribune, Topeka, August 18, 1856; Kansas Historical Collections, v. 15, 
p. 592. 
245. Condensed from a MS. in possession of Fred B. Bonebrake, Topeka. 
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There is some conflicting opinion as to the location of the Papan 
ferry landing on the south side of the river. Their house was built 
on the river bank in 1842 and it was swept away during the flood of 
1844, leaving a large island in the river where the cabin stood. 
Beers’ Atlas of Shawnee County, 1873, shows this island as extend- 
ing from Jackson westward to near Polk street—nearly five city 
blocks in length. While some authorities give the Papan landing as 
far west as Western avenue, there is a possibility it was located at 
one time several blocks down stream. Former Vice President Curtis, 
whose father took over the old Papan ferry, has written ‘te follow- 
ing regarding the location: 


“WasuHincTon, D. C., September 16th, 1933. 

“My Dear Root—I have your letter and was glad to hear from you. I 
remember the old ferry boat quite well. We lived on Harrison street just a 
block from the river and the landing on the North side was between Harrison 
street and Topeka avenue. For years after the old pontoon bridge was built 
the old ferry boat was on a little sand bar on the North side of the river. 
I do not know what year the boat was first established, but Harvey [Henry?] 
Worral made a painting of the ferry boat, the Pappan ferry, as it appeared 
in 1854, entitled ‘Where traffic between the East, and the West crossed the 
Kaw river in pioneer days.’ I would not be surprised if you found this 
painting in the Historical Society. 

“After Grandfather Pappan gave up the ferry boat the charter or grant 
was taken over by my father and Joseph Middaugh, and I understand Father 
and Middaugh were operating the ferry boat when the pontoon bridge was 
built. 

“Sorry I cannot give you more information. 

“With kindest regards, I am, 

“Very truly yours, Caries Curtis. 

“George A. Root, Esq., 

“324 Lindenwood Avenue, 

“Topeka, Kansas. 

“P. S—I think Mr. W., son and daughter still live in Topeka.” 

Horace Greeley, editor of the New York Tribune, was a dis- 
tinguished visitor who crossed the ferry May 24, 1859, while on his 
way west. He arrived in Topeka that day, made a speech, and 
returned next morning to Indianola, to catch the stage running 
west.?46 

Eighteen hundred and sixty will be remembered as the year of 
the “drouth.” According to the Topeka Tribune of May 5, “the 
river at this place is extremely low, and it is with some difficulty 
that the ferry boats make their regular trips.” The same authority, 
in issue of September 1 following, stated: “The river at Topeka is 


246. Greeley, An Overland Journey, pp. 52, 54, 55. 
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now extremely low—lower than it has been since the season of 1843, 
according to Mr. Papan.” At this time the ferry was operated from a 
point near the foot of Western avenue, about one-half mile west of 
Kansas avenue, Topeka. 

A movement for a bridge at Topeka was started in 1856, and 
on February 14, 1857, a charter for a structure across the Kaw was 
obtained from the legislature. This was a pile bridge and opened 
for travel on May 1, 1858. It was a great help to traffic while it 
lasted, but its days were numbered. The month of July, 1858, was 
a damp one in territory drained by the Kaw, and a rise in the river 
said to be unequalled since the flood of 1844, followed. On the 
morning of July 17, following, just about two and one-half months 
after the opening of the bridge, it floated away, leaving four regi- 
ments of United States soldiers, with a large baggage train, bound 
for Fort Union, and several trains of Russell, Majors & Waddell, 
stranded at the river, waiting to cross.**7 

Apparently nothing was done about rebuilding or repairing the 
pile bridge built in 1858 until the following winter, when the officers 
of the bridge company made an attempt to get the bridge in work- 
ing order. The Topeka Tribune in January, 1859, printed the fol- 
lowing, which depicted the situation at that time: 


“Tue Torexa Broce 


“Efforts are now being made to have this crossing of the Kansas river com- 
pleted in two months from the present time. Mr. Gordon, the president of 
the company, informed us that this could be done by building the bridge 
from the island to the opposite side of the river, and running a ferry on this 
side of the island until the whole length could be completed, which can be 
done in about four months, with the present efficient corps of workers. 
The timbers have been contracted for and men are busily engaged preparing 
them for use. But a few months and we can again cross the river at Topeka— 
on a bridge.”—Topeka Tribune, copied in Kansas Press, Wathena, January 29, 
1859. 


This bridge was located at the foot of Kansas avenue and was 
never rebuilt,24* so the old ferry, located on the island about one 
block west, again came into its own. 

The Topeka Tribune of September 30, following, stated there was 
a good ferry at this place, but no bridge, but the rebuilding of one 
was discussed. A new bridge appears to have been started late in 
the fall. In the latter part of January, 1859, a local paper stated 
that work on the new bridge was progressing at a good rate, and that 

247. Giles, Thirty Years in Topeka, pp. 88-94. 

248. Ibid., p. 96. 

24—1070 
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it was thought it would be completed in about four months. Mean- 
time the ferries were worked feverishly. The Pike’s Peak excite- 
ment was at its height and travel through Topeka was increasing 
daily. The Topeka Tribune, of April 7, 1859, stated that it was 
estimated a thousand persons passed through the city for the gold 
mines this date. A week later, it mentioned that “the ferries at 
this place are kept running constantly to enable traders to get to 
Leavenworth to obtain goods for the Pike’s Peak trade.” 

Work was started on a pontoon bridge across the river at Topeka 
late in the fall of 1859, which was ready for service early in January, 
1860.?4° ; 

Oren A. Curtis had worked for Papans on their ferry as early 
as 1858, and the next year formed a partnership with S. L. Munger. 
The following application was filed with the Shawnee County Com- 
missioners: 

“To the Hon. The County Supervisors of Shawnee County 

“The undersigned Salmon L. Munger a citizen of the county of Shawnee 
and O. A. Curtis a citizen of the county of Jackson, would respectfully petition 
your honorable body to grant them a license to keep and run a ferry across 
the Kaw river at the city of Topeka in said county of Shawnee for the term 
of one year, & your petitioners will every pray &c. 

“August 1, 1859. S. L. Muncer & O. A. Curtis.” 

This partnership, apparently, did not last very long, for the 
Topeka Tribune of December 17, following, stated that the ferry 
was again in the hands of Mr. Curtis. It was said to be in good 
order and that two boats were maintained. 

The following advertisement appeared in the Topeka Tribune as 
early as January 14, 1860, and ran for several weeks: 


“Topeka Ferry! 


“This first class ferry across the Kansas river, is again in the hands of the 
subscriber, who is making quick trips with the greatest of safety. My boats 
are good, and hands experienced. This is certainly the best and most reliable 
ferry on the river. O. A. Curtis, Proprietor.” 

Later in 1860 Curtis formed a partnership with Joseph Middaugh 
and they secured a charter from the territorial legislature granting 
them authority to maintain a ferry for a period of five years. In 
case the river should be bridged before five years, the charter was 
to terminate when the bridge was built. No other ferry was to be 
established or set up within two miles of the city. The company 
was privileged to use steam, horse or flat boats as the wants of the 


249. Topeka Tribune, November 5, 12, 1859; January, 1860. 
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public demanded.” The State Record of February 4, 1860, said 
they had one boat running at that time. 

The Topeka Tribune, of March 24, following, stated that “O. A. 
Curtis is now in charge of the Topeka ferry. It is on the route from t 
Leavenworth to Topeka, Santa Fé and the gold mines.” In the 
issue of May 5, following, the Tribune pays Mr. Curtis the compli- 
ment of saying that he “makes the best time of any ferryman upon 
the river. Two boats are kept in use. They can put a government 
train across in three hours’ time.” The same authority, in issue of 
September 1, printed this item: “Ferry—Topeka. Mr. Curtis in- 
forms us that he is bridging the river at this point, and if the dry 
weather continues during the fall, the entire river will be bridged 
excepting that part on which his ferry lies. The distance is very 
short now on which he runs a boat. Curtis knows how to run a 
ferry.” 

No record of their application for a license has been located, but 
the following bond was filed with the county clerk: 

“Know all men by these presents that I, Owen [Oren] A. Curtice [Curtis], of 
Jackson, territory of Kansas, and Joseph Middaugh of Topeka, Shawnee 
county, in said territory, both as principals, ‘and Milton C. Dickey and H.G. 
Young of said Topeka as sureties, are holden and stand firmly bound unto 
any person who may become entitled thereto, & in the sum which the said 
Curtice and Middaugh may become liable to pay according to the conditions 
of these presents as follows, to wit: Whereas the said Curtice and Middaugh 
have been authorized by act of the territorial legislature of the territory of 
Kansas for the year A. p. 1860, to wit, an act entitled an ‘Act to establish a ferry 
at the city of Topeka’ to establish and maintain a public ferry across the 
Kansas river at the city of Topeka, now if the said Curtice and Middaugh 
shall fully comply with and observe all the provisions of said act, then this 
obligation shall be void, otherwise to remain in full force and effect. 

“Witness our hands and seals this 18th day of February a.p. 1860. 


“Signed sealed and . “Oren A. Curtis (Seal) 
Del’d in presence of JosePH MippaucH (Seal) 
Ed P. Kellam Mitton C. Dickey (Seal) 

J. Fin Hill H. A. Youne (Seal) 


“Territory of Kansas, Shawnee County, ss. 

“We the undersigned members of the board of supervisors of the aforesaid 
county do hereby certify that the within bond signed by A. Curtice and 
Joseph Middaugh as principal and M. C. Dickey and H. G. Young as sureties 
is hereby approved and accepted. Witness our hands and seals the 20th day 


of Feby., 1860. 
“Attest G. W. Sapp, Clerk “A. H. Hare (Seal) 
“By L. FarnswortH, Deputy H. M. Moore (Seal) 
S. R. Cannirr (Seal) 
“By C. D. Bussy.” 


250. Private Laws, Kansas, 1860, pp. 278, 274. 
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No ferriage rates for 1860 have been located, but a printed schedule 
for the next year is reproduced: 


RATES 


OF 


FERRIAGE 


POR THE YEAR 1861 


Gevernment & Freight Wagons, 

Two-horse Wagon or Buggy, 

One yoke of Cattle & Wagon, 

} te 4 extra yo of —_— or yoke of cattle, 
One Horse & 

Four-horse —” 

Two-horse Stages, 

Man & Horse, 

Leese Cattle & Horses, each, 

Sheep and Hogs, 

Feootmen, 





sekupkeye 


- 
aed 


J. MIDDAUGH. 
0. A. CURTIS. 
Hi. C. Covell, Chairman Co. Board. 211: s10w 


Fac-simile of handbill (reduced about one-half from the original) advertising the Curtis- 
Middaugh ferry at Topeka. O. A. Curtis was the father of former Vice President Charles 
Curtis. 


Rates for the next year were practically the same, a reduction of 
ten cents for extra team being the only change in existing rates, but 
“ministers one-half price when going to appointments” being added. 
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. Evidently some dissatisfaction regarding the bridge and ferry 
situation in Topeka developed that fall and winter. The Tribune 
of January 19, 1861, contained the following: “Ferry Meeting.— 
We are requested to state that a meeting will be held in Museum 
Hall, this evening, to take into consideration the state of the ferry 
across the Kansas river at this place. Citizens are requested to 
attend.” 

It would be interesting to know whether or not this called meet- 
ing was held, and just what action, if any, was taken. As the 
Tribune for the next several weeks contained no further mention of 
the matter, the meeting apparently was a “fizzle.” 

7 On February 23, following, the Tribune had another mention of 
the situation: 

“A SHame—lIt is a shame upon our town that those persons who come 
through here, from southern Kansas, for these relief goods, have to give away 
, one-fourth their load to pay the ferriage across the Kansas river; when it is a 
fact that there are several hundred dollars in the hands of committeemen and 
agents—belonging by rights to the county—living in our city, and which 
means could not be better appropriated than by paying the ferry here for 
those who have not the means. Some complain of Mr. Middaugh, the ferry- 
man, because he will not take less than the regular fees. He should have a 
fair price for his labor, and the money sent here from the East should go to 
pay such bills. 

“Since writing the above we understand that the Topeka relief committee 
have generously undertaken to pay the ferriage of all teams sent for relief. 
This is right. Now we know where a part of the money goes.” 

Middaugh and Curtis, in addition to operating the Topeka ferry, 
also ran the old Walker ferry, as has been stated. These they 
operated until 1864, their annual license for each costing $15, in 
addition to a bond of $1,000. Ferriage charges had been changed 
slightly by 1864; the cost of a horse and buggy ferried costing 30 
cents, instead of 35 cents; a four-horse stage costing 60 cents, com- 
pared to 40 cents; a two-horse stage costing 30 cents instead of 25 
cents, and footmen 15 cents instead of 10 cents.™*! 

On June 19, 1863, another effort was made to secure a bridge at 
Topeka, and O. A. Curtis was one among the eleven who secured 
a charter for the Shawnee Bridge Company.*5? This company ac- 
4 complished nothing. On July 30, 1864, another company, known as 
the Topeka Bridge Company, received a charter from the state.?** 
This company met with no better success than its predecessor, and 
f on January 5, 1865, it applied for a new charter,*** which was 
t granted, and completed a pontoon bridge by October 18, following. 


SAeRatanune ow 


251. Shawnee county, Commissioners’ Proceedings, Book A, p. 83. 
252. Corporations, v. 1, p. 6. 258. Ibid., p. 12. 254. Ibid., p. 16. 
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“This bridge rested upon thirteen flat boats, each 15 x 25 feet, and 
placed about fifty feet apart. The boats were held in place by a 
wire cable stretched across the river. The pontoon occupied the 
same place where the bridge of 1858 stood.”?*5 

The Kaw river apparently continued in a normal condition for 
a number of years following the flood of 1858. The next mention 
of flood waters in the stream at Topeka was the following in the 
State Record of August 12, 1863: “The Kansas river has not been 
so high for a great while as during the past week. There must have 
been high raises on the Blue and Republican, as well as along the 
Kaw valley to have caused such a rise. The mail due here Saturday 
night did not get in till 2 p. m., Sunday, owing to ferrying on account 
of high water.” 

High waters in the Kaw river were a menace early in the year 
1867. The river then was higher than at any time since 1858, when 
the pile bridge was swept away. The toll house, located on the 
island to the west of Kansas avenue, was in danger. About the 
eighth or ninth of February that section of the pontoon bridge to 
the south of the island was swept away by the waters, a few of the 
boats drifting as far as Lawrence, the remainder being caught and 
secured at Lecompton. Following this mishap the bridge company 
installed ferry boats which operated from the south shore to the end 
of the pontoon bridge on the island, these being operated by Capt. 
Daniel H. Horne and his assistant, Tim Felton. In the meantime 
Capt. O. A. Curtis again began operating his ferry boat from his 
location a few blocks above Kansas avenue.* These boats made 
trips across the raging waters when but few people had the hardi- 
hood to undertake it. The bridge company had been doing a lucra- 
tive business up to this time, and they lost no time in repairing the 
damage, which was estimated at about $5,000.57 The missing boats 
were eventually brought back and again put into service. In spite 
of this handicap in the matter of transportation, the hotels of the 
capital city did well.2** The Topeka Leader of March 14, 1867, 
printed the following, which summed up the local situation pretty 
accurately : 

“The raging Kaw still continues master of the situation; apparently not 
content with the victory gained over our pontoons, he summoned the aid of 


the Northern King, and now carries on his ruffled bosom, huge masses of ice, 
by which last piece of strategy he has completely circumvented the wiseacres 


255. Giles, Thirty Years in Topeka, p. 98. 

256. Topeka Tribune, February 15, 22, March 1, 1867. 
257. Giles, Thirty Years in Topeka, p. 98. 

258. Topeka Tribune, March 15, 1867. 
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who control the skiffs and attend to the mails, leaving the poor Topekaites to 
realize the disadvantage under which they labor—cut off, as they are, from the 
outer world. 

“Vive La Kaw.” 


The inconvenience of being without the pontoon bridge prompted 
a correspondent of the Tribune to ask: “Will the boat of bridges 
never come back over the stormy water?” 

Old residents of Topeka have said the pontoons would go out with 
about every freshet in the river. This appeared to be the case early 
in June, 1867, when a large excursion party arrived over the Kansas 
Pacific Railroad for a visit to the capital city. The visitors landed 
at Eugene (present North Topeka) on the 4th, but owing to a 
break in the bridge, only a few of the party braved the angry 
waters and crossed over to the city to spend the night.*®® 

Operating the ferry or the bridge was not always a humdrum job. 
Once in a while something unexpected happened to break the mo- 
notony. The following, from the Topeka Leader, October 17, 1867, 
is an illustration: 

“Seventy-five Indians in the calaboose, in North Topeka, on Monday last. 
They had been indulging in fire water pretty freely, and took charge of the 
pontoon, allowing no one to cross. They were away up high on the war path; 
one of them striking at the deputy marshal with a long knife, cut through his 
coat, grazing the flesh. Each one of these copper-colored gentlemen was pro- 
vided with a pocket pistol, holding from a half-pint to a quart each.” 

Early in March, 1866, those interested in the pontoon bridge or- 
ganized a new company known as the Capital Bridge Company, 
composed of Dr. D. W. Stormont, Joshua Knowles, S. D. Mac- 
Donald, F. L. Crane, E. A. Goodell, William E. Bowker, Josiah M. 
Cole, and John G. Otis. The purpose of this organization was to 
build and operate bridges and ferries across the river at a point 
where the section line between S. 29 and 30, T. 11, R. 16, strikes 
the south bank of the Kansas river, or at any point on the river 
within two miles above or below that point. This company was 
capitalized at $60,000, with shares at $100 each. The charter was 
filed with the secretary of state, March 8, 1866.2 This company 
never built any bridge under this authority and may not have 
operated a ferry at that point. 

In 1869 the bridge company began work on a permanent structure 
which was opened for traffic in the spring of 1870, after which the 
Topeka ferries went out of business. 


259. Topeka Leader, June 13, 1867. 
260. Corporations, v. 1, pp. 76, 77. 
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Topeka became an important road center after it had been chosen 
as the future state capital. Even before that it was an important 
location, being close to the old Oregon and California road on the 
south side of the river which crossed on Papan’s and Smith’s ferries, 
and being but a few miles from the old Fort Leavenworth to Fort 
Riley military road. Beginning with 1860, the legislature of that 
year laid out two roads that affected Topeka, one running from 
Leavenworth, crossing Big Stranger below the mouth of Fall creek, 
and on to Topeka 7*!; another ran from Atchison to Superior, in 
Osage county, via Valley Falls and Topeka.**? Five established 
in 1861 ran from Topeka to Council Grove; from Topeka to the 
Nebraska line, in direction of Salem, by way of Holton, Eureka, 
Grenada and Capioma; from Topeka to Chelsea, via Auburn, Wil- 
mington, Americus, Toledo and Cottonwood Falls; from Topeka to 
Minneola, via Twin Mound; and from Leavenworth to Topeka, by 
way of Oskaloosa. In 1862 one was laid out between Topeka 
and Lecompton.?** In 1863 the state road from Topeka to Council 
Grove was changed.” Five were established in 1865, one running 
from Topeka to Centropolis and thence to Ottawa; one from Topeka, 
on the line between ranges 15 and 16, as near as practicable, to 
Henry Mitchell’s farm on South Cedar creek, thence to Holton and 
Wathena; one from Topeka to the Sac and Fox agency; one from 
Topeka crossing the California road, as near as practicable to the 
farm known as the Shields farm, and on to Clinton, Douglas county ; 
and one from the south side of Sixth avenue, west, in city of Topeka, 
via Wabaunsee county and connecting with the Topeka and Council 
Grove road.7®* Others were established in 1866, one of which ran 
from Topeka to One Hundred and Ten; another from a point near 
the crossing of Buck creek, via the Union Pacific Railroad, in Jeffer- 
son county, at or near the line between the townships of Kentucky 
and Kaw, connecting with the state road running from the city of 
Leavenworth, via Oskaloosa, to Topeka; another from the north 
end of the bridge across the Kansas river at Topeka and intersecting 
the state road from Topeka to Leavenworth, at or near the place 
where said road crosses the Big Muddy. Oren A. Curtis, Joseph 
Middaugh and J. M. Kuykendall were commissioners appointed to 
establish this last named road.*** This was about the last of the 
early state roads that affected Topeka. 

(To be Continued in February Quarterly.) 


261. Laws, Kansas, 1860, pp. 592, 593. 262. Ibid., pp. 584, 585. 
268. Ibid., 1861, pp. 247, 248. 264. General Laws, Kansas, 1862, pp. 798, 799. 
265. Laws, Kansas, 1863, pp. 84, 85. 266. Ibid., 1865, pp. 144-147. 

. Ibid., 1866, pp. 224, 226. 
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The Vegetarian and Octagon 
Settlement Companies 


Russet, HickMAN 


HE American frontier has always been a fertile field for experi- 
ment in social reform. From the time the “otherwise-minded” 
enrolled under the standard of Roger Williams in Rhode Island until 
the disappearance of the frontier toward the close of the nineteenth 
century, the vacant lands to the westward gave new hopes to those 
who wished to found a new society. Cheap land was a great boon to 
those unemployed or not financially prosperous in the East, while 
those who were merely discontented could always try a “new deal” 
in the West. In a period of incubation of varicolored social theories 
the frontier served both as a safety-valve for the East and as a con- 
venient laboratory to put theory into actual practice, qualities which 
a more established and crystallized society would have lacked. 
Vegetarianism dates back as far as the ancient religion of Hindu- 
stan, and was advocated by Plato, Plutarch and other writers of 
classical times. In Great Britain George Cheyne (1671-1743) was 
one of the earliest pioneers of the movement, publishing his Essay on 
Regimen in 1740. In 1811 appeared J. F. Newton’s Return to Na- 
ture, or Defense of Vegetable Regimen, and in 1847 the Vegetarian 
Society was founded at Manchester. Eduard Baltzer (1818-1887) 
was an early German pioneer, forming a vegetarian society at Nord- 
hausen in 1868. Sylvester Graham (1794-1851), Charles Lane and 
Amos Bronson Alcott (1799-1888) were leaders of the early move- 
ment in the United States. In 1889 the Vegetarian Federal Union 
was formed, an international federation of vegetarian organizations.” 
Vegetarianism in the United States was one of the many changes 
proposed in the reform movement of the thirties. Numerous co- 
operative communities sprang up, inspired largely by a hatred 
of industrialism, and a determination to return to more simple modes 
of life.* In the movement for reform of the American diet, opposing 
its over-emphasis on meat and heavy foods, Sylvester Graham was 
a leader. In 1830 he was named general agent of the Pennsylvania 
Temperance Society. He studied human physiology, diet, and 


1. Arthur Meier Schlesinger, in his New Viewpoints in American History (New York, 1926) 
Pp. 215, appropriately quotes Lowell’s essay on Thoreau, “Every possible form of intellectual 
and physical dyspepsia brought forth its gospel.” Even bran had its prophets, and hooks and 
eyes their champions as a substitute for buttons. 


2. Encyclopedia Americana, v. 27 (New York, Chicago, 1928), p. 720. 
8. Dictionary of American Biography, v. I (New York, 1928), p. 189. 
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regimen during a period of lecturing, and in 1830-1831 delivered 
lectures on these subjects in Philadelphia and New York, and later 
up and down the Atlantic coast. Graham advocated the use of 
bread at least twelve hours old, baked from whole wheat unbolted 
and coarsely ground. He also proposed hard mattresses, open bed- 
room windows, cold shower baths, vegetables, fresh fruits, rough 
cereals, pure drinking water, and cheerfulness at meals. Graham 
believed that all meats are less wholesome for humans than fruits, 
grain and vegetables, that all condiments except salt should be 
avoided, and that tea and coffee, as well as alcohol, deserve to be 
shunned. Emerson dubbed him the “poet of bran bread and pump- 
kins.” * Yet despite all opposition, Graham flour appeared every- 
where, and Graham boarding houses and restaurants sprang up. A 
few years later, the famous transcendentalist and educational re- 
former, Amos Bronson Alcott, proposed a codperative vegetarian 
colony. Alcott was a reformer par excellence, and was constantly in 
attendance at reform meetings—anti-slavery, vegetarian, and tem- 
perance. During the winter of 1843-1844 Alcott, with the codper- 
ation of Henry Wright, Charles Lane and his son William, worked 
out a plan for Fruitlands, a codperative vegeterian community. 
Lane invested his entire savings in a tract near the village of 
Harvard, Mass., and in June, 1844, the party moved to this location.® 
Their organization was based on strictly vegetarian principles—no 
flesh, fish, fowl, eggs, milk, cheese or butter. The experiment was 
so radical that even the labor of horses was dispensed with, and only 
the “aspiring” vegetables (those growing above ground) were eaten. 
Unfortunately the crops were carelessly planted, and at harvest time 
the men left to attend reform meetings. Mrs. Alcott and daughters 
salvaged what was possible, but by winter the Lanes and Alcotts 
were the sole remaining members of the community and were on 
the verge of starvation. In January of the next year the experiment 
was abandoned.* In the later movement in this country Henry S. 
Clubb (1827-19—?) was a leader. Clubb gave his philosophy a 
wide currency in his later years, as president of the Vegetarian 
Society of America (late 19th and early 20th centuries). He re- 
garded vegetarianism as based upon Scriptural authority; the early 


4. Ibid., v. 7 (New York, 1981), pp. 479-80. Also the Philadelphia Bulletin, quoted in 
The Fegeterien and Our Fellow Creatures, September, 1902. The Sen Journal of Health 
and appeared in the late thirties (David Campbell, editor), 9 Graham 

ublish: his” most ambitious work, Lectures on the Science of Human “rife m2 4 1858). 
orace Greeley was a follower of Graham. 

6. Lane wrote A Brief Practical Essay on the Vegetable Diet (1847). 


6. Dictionary of American Biography, v. I, pp. 189-140. There is a very good account 
here of Alcott’s many reform theories. Fruitlands never numbered over eleven individuals. 
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Christian church he believed to have been vegetarian, but con- 
sidered it corrupted by Constantine.’ Clubb, in particular, favored 
suburban gardens and the colonization of vegetarians, as well as 
undenominational schools and colleges, “away from the contamina- 
tion of flesh, alcohol, and social vices. . . .”® 

The Vegetarian Kansas Emigration Company was projected by 
Henry 8S. Clubb in 1855, to establish a permanent home for vege- 
tarians. It was hoped to bring together vegetarians of common 
interests and aims; otherwise they, “solitary and alone in their 
vegetarian practice, might sink into flesh-eating habits.” ® The first 
meeting of the company was held in New York on May 16, 1855. 
The joint-stock principle was adopted, with the aim of thereby ob- 
taining the advantages of civilization for the settlers, including 
agricultural implements and mills. Charles H. DeWolfe, of Phila- 
delphia, gentleman, was made president. At the first meeting forty- 
seven signed an agreement to emigrate, and twenty-six more in- 
dicated that they would probably go, along with relatives and 
friends. Their individual capital varied, it was reported, from $50 
to $10,000.1° Dr. John McLauren was sent to Kansas to make a 
favorable location for the colony, and appeared before the company 
in January, 1856, advocating an octagon settlement near Fort Scott, 
on the Neosho river. The organization of the company was then 
completed by the adoption of a constitution, the preamble of which 
provided: 

“Wuereas, The practice of vegetarian diet is best adapted to the develop- 
ment of the highest and noblest principles of human nature, and the use of 
the flesh of animals for food tends to the physical, moral, and intellectual 
injury of mankind, and it is desirable that those person who believe in the 
vegetarian principle should have every opportunity to live in accordance 
therewith, and should unite in the formation of a company for the permanent 
establishment, in some portion of this country, of a home where the slaughter 
of animals for food shall be prohibited, and where the principle of the vege- 
tarian diet can be fairly and fully tested, so as to demonstrate its ad- 
vantages, . . .”11 


7. The Vegetarian Magazine, November, 1897. Other leaders of the movement, near the 
turn of the century, include Dr. J. H. Kellogg, of Battle Creek, the elder La Follette, and 
Clarence Darrow of Chicago. The Seventh Day Adventists have espoused vegetarianism. 

8. Ibid., February, 1900, p. 12. Concerning colonization, see below. 

9. Henry S. Clubb, in Water-Cure Journal, clipped in the Lawrence Herald of Freedom, 
April 28, 1855. 

10. Life Illustrated of June 2, 1855. Quoted in Herald of Freedom of August 11. In 
September of that year it was reported that 4,000 shares had been sold. To encourage sales, 
the first pa: t was put as low as ten cents, and persons with no capital were advised they 
could pay for their shares with labor. 

11. Frank W. Blackmar, Kansas, A Cyclopedia of State History (two vols., Chicago, 1912), 
v. 2, p. 842. 
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By establishing a permanent home for vegetarians, it was believed 
that a program of concerted action could be followed, with a system 
of direct healing, as well as permitting the practice of the vegetarian 
principle. Members were required to be of good moral character, 
not slaveholders, and applications had to be approved by the board 
of directors. 

The officials of the company immediately levied an assessment of 
ten per cent (50 cents a share), to provide a fund with which to erect 
a saw mill and gristmill, purchase a stock of provisions, seed grain, 
tents, utensils, etc. Each member was called on to pay $10 to this 
fund of the company, the headquarters of which were at No. 308 
Broadway, New York.!? Clubb announced that persons who be- 
came members before the end of the month (January, 1856) would 
be called founders, and would participate in the drawing of lots.’* 
The New York Tribune announced that the company then consisted 
of about fifty families, with capital stock aggregating about $75,000. 
The shareholders were one-third practical farmers, and two-thirds 
mechanics and professional men—not a very promising proportion 
for life on the frontier." 

The Vegetarian Kansas Emigration Company was the first to 
adopt the Octagon plan of settlement, a scheme also formulated by 
Henry S. Clubb.1* Membership in the company was limited to 
vegetarians, and as a result their settlements would be of a re- 
stricted nature. No doubt the promoters received applications from 
many would-be settlers in Kansas who did not agree with this limi- 
tation, but who were otherwise in sympathy with the objects of the 
founders—opposition to slavery,’® and advocacy of a moral life. 
Thus it would appear that by founding several settlements, vege- 
tarian and nonvegetarian, the chance of success of the colonies and 
of financial returns to the promoters would be considerably im- 
proved. 

Whatever their motives, Clubb and his colleagues decided to 
organize a second company as a complement to the vegetarian or- 

12, Ibid., p. 843. 


18. Life Illustrated, clipped in Herald of Freedom, January 19, 1856. 


14. New York Daily Tribune, January 21, 1856. A pertinent criticism leveled at Eastern 
emigrants, including those of the New England Emigrant Aid Company, was their lack of 
preparation for frontier life, in contrast to those from the Middle West. 


15. See below for a description of this plan. 


16. There was a large emigration to Kansas from the free states in 1856, despite the period 
of “troubles,” although the movement was far greater in 1857. A number of the groups 
which came in the spring of 1856 were semimilitary in character, some even being hired to 
fight for the cause of the South, others the North, as occasion might arise. The writer has 
found no reason for believing that the two P here di d were in this category. 
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ganization, to be known as the Octagon Settlement Company."’ 
This company was to avoid the vegetarian limitation, but other- 
wise was to greatly resemble its sister company. The Octagon com- 
pany opened its books for subscriptions in February, 1856, and by 
the end of the month had enough members to start one octagon 
village of four miles square. It was hoped to form a city equal in 
size to that of the Vegetarian company, on the Neosho, opposite its 
predecessor.'* The officers of the vegetarian organization were also 
to serve in the Octagon company, Charles H. DeWolfe being named 
president, Dr. John McLauren, treasurer and pioneer in Kansas, 
and Henry S. Clubb, secretary. An agent was named for Great 
Britain (Robert T. Clubb), and another for New York City.*® The 
constitution of the company declared the following objects: 

“1. To form a union of persons of strict temperance principles, who, in 
the admission of members, shall have a guaranty that they will be associated 
with good society, and that their children will be educated under the most 
favorable circumstances, and trained under good example. 

“2. To commence a settlement in Kansas territory, for the pursuit of agri- 
culture and such mechanic arts as may be advantageously introduced. 

“3. To promote the enactment of good and righteous laws in that territory, 
to uphold freedom, and to oppose slavery and oppression in every form.” 20 
The promoters planned for their model community a “hydropathic 
establishment, an agricultural college, a scientific institute, a mu- 
seum of curiosities and mechanic arts, and common schools.” 24. The 
“hydropathic establishment,” or water-cure project, occupied a 
prominent place in the plans of the founders, several of whom be- 
longed to the medical profession. Water-cure societies were then 
being established in many places; one was organized at Lawrence 
in March, 1855. They emphasized a “return to nature,” with the 
avoidance of drugs and patent medicines then so much advertised. 
The constitution of the Lawrence society provided in its preamble, 
“that hydropathy, including the hygienic agencies of water, air, 
light, food, temperature, exercise, sleep, clothing, and the passions 
in their various modifications, comprises a whole and ample Materia 


17. The Vegetarian and Octagon Settlement Companies have a history so closely con- 
nected, that it is at times difficult to distinguish between them. There are other examples of 
parallel and interlocking companies in the territorial period; the American Settlement Com- 
pany and the New York Kanzas League is a case in point. 





18. D t, The Oct Settlement Company, Kanzas (N. Y., 1856), p. 8. 
19. Ibid., p. 2. 
20. Bockmer, Kansas, v. 2, p. 380. 





21. D The Oct Settlement Company, Kanzas, p. 4. Each member agreed to 
abstain from intoxicating liquor. “Maine Law” men were prominent among the Eastern emi- 
grants to Kansas territo: 
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Medica, capable of producing all the really remedial effects possible 
in all diseases . . .”™ 

The octagon plan of settlement, adopted by both the Vegetarian 
and Octagon companies, was a unique feature of the projects. Each 
octagon-shaped settlement was to be of four square miles, or 2,560 
acres. Upon this square a full-sized octagon was to be imposed, 
whose eight segments were each to be divided into two farms of 102 
acres each. Each of the sixteen farms would front upon the central 
octagon of 208 acres, which was to be used for a common pasture or 
park, and to be held by the trustees for the equal benefit of the 
settlers. A communal life would be attained by placing each farm 
house facing the central octagon, at whose central point an octagon 
public building would be constructed, to serve as store, meeting- 
house, school, and church. Of the four miles originally taken up, 
the four corners still remaining outside the octagon settlement would 
be used for woodland or grassland. It was planned to make four 
of these octagon villages into a “city” of sixteen square miles, with 
a square of 584 acres in the center, to be devoted to an agricultural 
college and model farm.”* 

The octagon plan of settlement aimed to give the western settler 
some of the advantages of the East, with the hope of avoiding the 
hated isolation of the frontier. Each settler would live in a village, 
enjoy the aid and protection of his comrades, and attain social and 
educational advantages not otherwise possible. The literature of 
the project stressed in particular the increase in property values 
which would result from this form of settlement. In the hope that 
the octagon village would become the center of a city, a detailed 
plan was worked out to subdivide the farms into lots; each was to be 
divided into eight squares, of twenty lots each, varying in size from 
the center.2* Each purchaser of a share in the company would pay 
a dollar entrance fee, and an initial installment of ten cents upon 
the five-dollar share, and could take not less than twenty nor 
more than 240 shares.> He was entitled to as many city lots as 
he took shares. The company would pay $1.25 an acre to the gov- 
ernment for its land, and all that it received above this would be 


22. Constitution of Lawrence Hydropathic Hygienic Society, Herald of Freedom, March 
31, 1855. A water- -cure building was to be constructed upon a conveniently situated hill in 
“Gongs City.” 
D it, The Oct Settlement Company, Kanzas, pp. 5, 6. The frontispiece has 
an } U... illustration. 

24. Ibid., p. 6. 

25. Actual practice varied from the original Fie cn a fact which must be borne in mind in 
consi the later history of the yo technique of townsite promotion on the 
Western frontier was an art in itself, open to all possessed of a “gift of gab” and a native 
shrewdness. Capital was not an initial necessity, as it would follow as a matter of course. 
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, used for provisions, construction of streets, public schools, mills, 

and stores. Profits from the mills would be divided among the 

) shareholders. The company would also obtain implements and 

teams for every shareholder, and issue scrip for the use of its 
settlers.”* 


In emigrating to the Kansas frontier, the Vegetarian and Octagon 
Settlement Companies acted very much in unison. Doctor Mc- 
| Lauren, sent out by the Vegetarian company in the fall of 1855, 
had already reported a favorable location on the Neosho. He now 
) also acted as treasurer and pioneer of the Octagon company with 
: headquarters at “Octagon City, via Fort Scott.” A definite plan 
. of emigration was worked out, the octagon plan of settlement neces- 
sitating the arrival of settlers in groups of sixteen, or multiples 
thereof. Each group was to have a leader and a definite time and 
place of departure, and a membership properly distributed among 
the various professions. Both DeWolfe and Clubb were to serve 
as heads of companies.**7 The Vegetarian (or Octagon) company 
was given rather wide publicity during the early months of 1856. 
Late in March of that year a pioneer group, composed of members 
of both companies, proceeded up the Missouri river, with two more 
such parties to follow in April.** 

On the first of May (1856) Clubb reported at length upon the 
progress of the colony. The site selected was on the western bank 
of the Neosho river, west of Fort Scott, and six miles south of the 
present site of Humboldt. A tract of thirty-two square miles had 
been obtained (eight octagons), including bottom land, prairie and 
timber. A building was then being erected as a store and company 
headquarters. From this eight avenues were then being laid out, 
according to the octagon plan. The eight octagons were then being 
surveyed. According to Clubb, the emigrants numbered nearly a 
hundred persons, with twenty head of oxen, five or six horses, and 
a grist mill. Vegetarian blacksmiths, farmers, and carpenters were 
on the grounds.”® After the town of “Neosho City” was laid out, 


26. Document, The Octagon Settlement Company, Kanzas, p. 6. The plan of the New 

and — —y Aid Company was somewhat similar. They also ho: to plant centers 
of rm culture in the wilderness and to profit by a rise in the value of their land holdings, 
particularly town lots. 

27. Ibid., p. 10. A detailed list of emigrants for the first company is given, classified ac- 
cording to profession. 

28. Daily Missouri Democrat, March 26, 1856. Clipped in “Webb Scrap Books” (Thomas 
H. wee, apenas), v. 10, p. 185. This —— contains a vast number of newspaper clip- 
pings from all over the country, concerning the first years of Territorial Kansas i i 
the library of the Kansas State Historical Society. eeeeelen 

29. Correspondence of Clubb, Herald of Freedom, May 8, 1856. Announcements of new 
towns were frequent in the territorial papers, and were often highly laudatory, as a means of 
advertisement. As a matter of fact, lack of capital prevented the settlement from being es- 
tablished on the grand plan proposed. 
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it appears to have enjoyed a transitory boom. Lots bought early 
in May at premiums amounting to $40 were sold a few days later 
at premiums amounting to $197.50. Emigrants were then arriving 
from all directions; a majority came during April, May, and June.” 

The project thus brilliantly begun ended in complete failure. It 
appears certain that in order to gain settlers the promoters made 
rash promises which could not be fulfilled. There was but one plow 
in the whole establishment, although the officials had promised 
implements and teams for every shareholder (i. e., settler). Their 
promise to construct a saw- and grist-mill also did not materialize. 
One writer blames the promoters for “gross mismanagement,” if not 
something worse.*! The location of the colony was beset by mos- 
quitoes, and chills and fever attacked the settlers.** The “inexhaust- 
ible” springs dried up, and the crops that were planted were raided 
by neighboring Indians.** Bitter disappointment and much suffering 
resulted. As winter neared, all who could leave did so. There was 
a heavy mortality among the children and older people. By the 
following spring (1857) hardly a trace of the settlement remained, 
although the stream along which the companies located is still known 
as Vegetarian creek.** 

Among the factors leading to the failure of the colony, the “high- 
pressure salesmanship” tactics of the promoters appears to rank 
first. Too many promises of paternalistic aid were made to the 
settlers. The size of the farms (only 102 acres) may have dis- 
couraged the emigrants,*® but most disappointing of all was the 
failure to construct mills, and other promised features. The mem- 
bership numbered many Easterners, who were not prepared for life 
on the frontier, a significant fact accounting for the abandonment 
of the colony. The charges, made by many of the settlers, of the 
dishonesty of the promoters cannot be entirely proved. It appears, 


80. Neosho City correspondence of May 12, of the Daily Missouri Republican, May 23, 
1856. The St. Louis papers carried much news of the Kansas border. The above appears to 
be a typical “boom” notice. 

$1. L. Wallace Duncan, History of Neosho and Wilson Counties, Kansas (Fort Scott, 
1902), pp. 37-38. Clubb appears to have abandoned the Kansas experiment precipitately. 
Yet, after leaving Kansas, he became acknowledged as the leader of vegetarianism in America. 
He was quite young at the time of the Kansas venture. 

82. Mrs. Miriam D. Colt, Went to Kansas, (Watertown, 1862), p. 88. June 26th entry: 
“Several members of our company have suddenly been taken with the chills and fever.” 

88. Duncan, op. cit., p. 38. The colony was located near the boundary of the New York 
Indian Reserve and the Osage reservation. Nominally it was not open for settlement. As far 
as law and order went, this was somewhat of a “no man’s land” at this time. The immedi- 
ate locality was not surveyed until 1857 and 1858. Claim troubles were frequent, and “jay- 
hawking” flourished. 

84. Ibid., p. 38. Andreas, in his History of Kansas (Chicago, 1888), comments on page 
668 that four settlers remained permanently—Charles Baland, Z. J. Wizner, and Watson and 
8. J. Stewart. The same author has a brief biography of Samuel J. Stewart on page 675. 
He served in the Free-State legislature of 1857, and took an active part in the Civil War. 

35. Andreas remarks (p. 668) that the two Stewarts were so dissatisfied with the ar- 
rangements that they located claims elsewhere. 
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however, that money was collected for the purpose of properly start- 
ing the colony, which was not so used.** Those who resorted to 
Clubb for help were disappointed, as he had no money to refund.** 

The later history of vegetarianism was more successful from the 
standpoint of colonization. In 1890 Henry S. Clubb, then presi- 
dent of the Vegetarian Society of America, became the editor of 
Food, Home, and Garden, which in 1900 was united with the 
Vegetarian Magazine, published by the Vegetarian company at 
Chicago.** Clubb was then very active in promoting vegetarian 
colonies throughout the country and made personal tours to locate 
favorable sites. The Vegetarian Magazine and its successor, The 
Vegetarian and Our Fellow Creatures, published many accounts of 
such colonies during the first quarter of the twentieth century. In 
1920 the place of publication of this magazine itself was moved to 
one of these colonies, in Idaho.®® 


86. Blackmar, Kansas, v. 2, p. 842. 


87. August 11th entry, Colt, Went to Kansas, p. 128: “My husband has been anxious to 
see Mr. Clubb at his present abiding place, up on Stone creek . to see if he would re- 
fund any of the money that he put into his hands. . Mr. Clubb had no money to 
refund, but let us have some cornstarch, farina, a few dates, and a little pearled barley. 

. It is rumored that H. 8. Clubb has resorted to his present abode, that he may make 
his way quietly out of the territory. We can take advantage of no law to regain our money 
paid to him for the company. 

88. The Vegetarian Magazine, January, 1900, p. 12. Reverend Clubb was then also pastor 
of the Bible Christian Church, Philadelphia. Besides promoting the vegetarian faith, the 
Vegetarian company also sold various vegetarian products at that time: peanut butter, Kungh- 
phy (a substitute for coffee), Vegetarian soap, Ko Nut (a butter made from cocoanut oil), 

raham flour, etc. Compare the Kellogg and other trade products of to-day. Vegetarianism 
thus became highly capitalized. 

89. Information from various numbers of The Vegetarian Magazine and its successors. 
Vegetarianism in America was always closely allied with prohibition. Clubb was the author 
in 1856 of The Maine Liquor Law (New York, 1856), a history of prohibition and its leading 
advocate, Neal Dow. Clubb also wrote a serial “History of Vegetarianism,” 1907. A like- 
ness of Clubb appears in the frontispiece of the Vegetarian Magazine for February, 1900. 
The John Crerar Library of Chicago has an incomplete file of the Vegetarian Magazine and 
its successors. The Kansas State Historical Society has documents and other information 
illustrative of the Kansas venture. 











The John Brown Pikes 


Frank Heywoop Hopper 


HE most interesting of the John Brown relics are the pikes that 

he intended to put in the hands of slaves. A pike consisted 
of a two-edged blade, ten inches long, made from steel; a guard 
five inches wide, made of malleable iron, attached by a ferrule, 
also of malleable iron, to a handle six feet in length, made of ash. 
They were obtained from Charles Blair, of Collinsville, Conn. When 
the United States Senate appointed a committee, known from its 
chairman, Sen. James M. Mason of Virginia, as the Mason Com- 
mittee, to investigate the Harper’s Ferry Invasion, Blair was sum- 
moned to Washington and in his testimony gave a full account of 
the making of the pikes.1 There is some account of the pikes in 
the biographies of Brown by Sanborn? and Villard® and additional 
data are contained in the letters of Blair to Brown in the archives 
of the Kansas State Historical Society. 

About the first of March, 1857, Brown spoke in Collinsville on the 
subject of conditions in Kansas. The next morning he exhibited in 
a local drug store some weapons that he had taken from Pate’s band 
at Black Jack. In showing a dirk he remarked that, if mounted on a 
long handle, it would make a capital weapon with which the settlers 
of Kansas could defend themselves against sudden attack. It was 
Blair’s recollection, three years after the event, that Brown then 
turned to him, knowing he was a blacksmith, and asked what it 
would cost to make five hundred or a thousand of them, and that he 
replied that he would make five hundred for a dollar and a quarter 
apiece, and a thousand for a dollar apiece. Sanborn represents that 
the remark was made to H. N. Rust, with whom Brown was negotiat- 
ing for the repair of some pistols sent from Kansas, and that Rust 
later took up the matter with Blair. Some color is given to San- 
born’s version of the incident by the fact that two of Brown’s later 
communications to Blair were made through Rust. 

Brown returned to Collinsville March 11 and arranged with Blair 
to make a dozen sample pikes and send them to him at Springfield, 
Mass. March 20 Blair wrote Brown that he would send the samples 
on the following day. The ferrules, he wrote, were made of sheet 


1. Senate Report, No. 278, 86th Cong., 1st sess., pp. 121-129. Serial No. 1040. Cited 
hereafter as Mason Report. 

2. F. B. Sanborn, The Life and Letters of John Brown (Boston, 1885), pp. 875-878. 

8. Oswald Garrison Villard, John Brown, A Biography Fifty Years After (Boston, 1910), 
pp. 283-285, 400-401. 
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iron and were not satisfactory, but that it would cost more to make 
them of malleable iron; that he would meet Brown in Hartford the 
following week and settle upon the price. In a postscript Blair added 
that if Brown wanted more, he could put the samples in with the 
rest; if not, he could pay twelve dollars for them. Brown endorsed 
the letter as answered March 23, probably writing that he would 
come to Collinsville. 

March 30 the contract for the pikes was signed at Collinsville. 
Blair testified before the Mason Committee that it was drawn by 
Brown, but the copy in the archives of the Kansas State Historical 
Society is in Blair’s handwriting.* Brown may have made a rough 
draft from which Blair made a copy. The contract provided that 
Blair would furnish one thousand “spears” at one dollar apiece. 
The spears were to be like the samples, except that the ferrules were 
to be of malleable iron instead of sheet iron, and attached to the 
handles by screws instead of being riveted, so that they could be 
shipped separately. Brown paid $50 down and was to pay $500 
within ten days and the remaining $450 within thirty days there- 
after. The spears were to be finished by the first of July. 

Brown paid the $50 down and a total of $350 within ten days, but 
April 2 wrote Blair that he had been unable to make the further 
payments required by the contract. Blair replied on the 15th that 
he had not taken any further measures than to ascertain where he 
could get the handles, ferrules, etc., and if Brown did not find it 
convenient to raise the money for the thousand he would make 
five hundred at the same rate. In his testimony before the Mason 
Committee Blair thought that he had already bought the steel for 
the blades and begun working on them, but from his contemporary 
letter that appears not to have been the case. April 16 Brown sent 
word through Rust that he hoped to have the money soon, and April 
25 he sent Rust $200 for Blair with the message that “he need not 
hurry out but five hundred of the articles” until he should hear from 
him again.5 Blair acknowledged receipt of the $200 on the 27th 
and said that he could “take along 500 of the articles” if desired, 
but that he had ordered the handles for the whole number, and that 
it was more convenient to get all the guards, ferrules and screws at 
one time but that if it were not convenient for Brown to remit the 
balance of the money before the first of July it would be just as 
well if he would allow a corresponding length of time in which to 
complete the contract. 


4. Contract printed in Sanborn, p. 377. 
5. Letters to Rust in Sanborn, p. 376. 
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May 7 Blair wrote Brown that he must wait three weeks for the 
ferrules and some four weeks before the handles would be seasoned 
sufficiently to set the ferrules; that if the ferrules were put on before 
the timber was properly seasoned they would be likely to work 
loose; that the blades would be forged, tempered and ground, so 
that it would take little time to finish them when the lumber was 
right, and that he thought that they would be ready by the first of 
July, but not as soon as first talked of. He added that he intended 
to go to Iowa for a few weeks, but that the business would be at- 
tended to in his absence by his son. He closed the letter to Brown 
by “wishing him success in his enterprise,” the only time he made 
any comment in his letters upon the use to which the pikes were to 
be put. To both letters Brown replied May 14 from Canastota to 
the effect that Blair need not hurry the first five hundred until the 
handles were properly seasoned or the remainder until he should 
hear from him again. — 

Blair did not receive this letter until his return from Iowa. 
August 27 he wrote Brown that he had commenced the whole 
number of articles, that he had all the handles well seasoned, the 
ferrules, guards, etc., but that not having heard anything further 
from him, had let them rest. “I did not know,” he wrote, “but 
that things would take such a turn in Kansas that they would not 
he needed.” He added that he did not blame Brown, as he well 
knew that “when a man is depending on the public for money he is 
very likely to be disappointed,” and that he need not give himself 
any uneasiness about the affair, for if I go no further with them, 
“T shall lose nothing, or but little.’® September 11, and again 
February 10 and March 11, 1858, Brown wrote explaining his 
inability to make the payments called for by the contract. February 
10, Blair had written Brown that he could not go on with the spears 
unless assured of his money; that he would let Brown have them if 
he could get them finished elsewhere, but that he would prefer to 
go on with them if some responsible parties would guarantee pay- 
ment within three or four months. 

Nothing more was done about the pikes for nearly fifteen 
months. June 3, 1859, Brown unexpectedly appeared in Collinsville 
and wanted the pikes finished. Blair protested that he regarded the 
contract as forfeited, that he was busy with other things and could 
not bother with them, and that as Kansas matters were settled they 
would now be of no use. Brown replied that they might be of some 
use, if they were finished up, that he could dispose of them in some 


6. Printed in Sanborn, p. 378. 
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way, but, as they were, they were good for nothing. Blair finally 
agreed that if Brown would pay the balance due he would get some- 
one to finish the “goods.” The next morning Brown paid $150, $50 in 
bills and a check of Gerrit Smith’s for $100, and three days later sent 
a draft from Troy for the remaining $300. Blair secured a man by 
the name of Hart to finish the pikes. The last of August he re- 
ceived letters from Chambersburg, Pa., signed “I. Smith & Sons,” ? 
instructing him to send the “freight” to them at that place in care 
of Oakes & Cauffman. At that time the railroads did no freight 
business themselves, but that business was done by forwarding 
companies owning private freight cars. Oakes & Cauffman was a 
forwarding company. The blades, guards and ferrules were packed 
in boxes and the handles were tied in bundles of twenty or twenty- 
five and marked “fork handles.” Blair testified that 954 were sent, 
presumably in addition to the twelve samples originally made. He 
also testified that he did not know where Chambersburg was, but 
supposed that it was on the way to the West. A letter dated at 
Chambersburg, September 15, also signed “I. Smith & Sons,” ac- 
knowledged their receipt. From Chambersburg they were trans- 
ported in wagons to the Kennedy farm. Some of the pikes were 
taken to Harper’s Ferry October 16, the night of the raid. The 
next morning all the material remaining at the farm was taken by 
Cook, Tidd and Owen Brown to a country school house three miles 
from Harper’s Ferry on the Maryland side. When this was seized 
483 pikes and 175 broken handles for pikes were found.* The re- 
maining pikes are supposed to have been distributed to slaves. 
There is no means of ascertaining how many of the pikes have been 
preserved, but probably a considerable number are still in existence. 
There is one in the National Museum in Washington. There are 
two in the museum of the Kansas State Historical Society, one with 
the original handle and the other without a handle. They were pur- 
chased in 1881 from J. Shaw Gallaher, of Charles Town, West Va., 
for $15 apiece, and were the first relics bought by the Society. 
There is one in the historical coilections of the University of Kansas. 
It originally belonged to John 8. Cunningham, a pay director in the 
navy.® By him it was given in 1885 to George Alfred Townsend, 


7. Printed “J. Smith & Sons” in the Mason Report. The “J” should be “I.” Brown 
had assumed the name Isaac Smith. 

8. Mason Report, pp. 51, 54-59. James Redpath, The Public Life of Capt. John Brown 
(Boston, 1860), p. 269. Redpath gives the number of broken handles as 150, but the in- 
ventory in the Mason Report gives 175. 

9. John S. Cunningham was made purser in the navy in 1857, pay director in 1871, re- 
tired in 1888, and died in 1894. He wrote Townsend in 1885 that he witnessed the execution 
of John Brown, but the records of the Navy Department do not show that he was present in 
an official capacity. 
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a noted journalist of that day. At Townsend’s death in 1914 his 
effects were sent to Boston for sale at auction, and this pike was 
among the articles purchased by Charies L. Cooney, a local anti- 
quarian dealer, by whom it was presented to the University of Kan- 
sas in 1923. For the original handle a shorter one of oak had been 
substituted. 

A relic is of very little value unless it has some significance. The 
pikes are important because the order for them is the first indica- 
tion of Brown’s intention to abandon the Kansas field and to revert 
to his earlier plan of starting a slave insurrection in the South. The 
civil war in Kansas in the summer of 1856 resulted in the Victory of 
the Free State men and amply proved their ability to defend them- 
selves. Governor Geary arrived in Kansas in the fall of 1856, sup- 
pressed the roving bands upon both sides, and established peace in 
the territory. Brown went east in January of 1857 ostensibly to 
raise funds for the defense of Kansas but really with other plans in 
mind. He planned to bring his band together in the fall of 1857 
at Tabor, in southwestern Iowa, where he had stored two hundred 
Sharps rifles intended for Kansas, and he engaged an English ad- 
venturer by the name of Forbes to give the men military instruction. 
Toward the end of February, 1858, he communicated his plans 
to Gerrit Smith and F. B. Sanborn at Gerrit Smith’s home in Peter- 
boro, N. Y., possibly omitting mention of Harper’s Ferry as the 
intended point of attack, and received from them their hearty ap- 
proval.!° Soon afterward Brown and Forbes quarreled. Forbes 
went east and betrayed Brown’s plans to Seward, Henry Wilson, 
Horace Greeley and others. May 24, Brown’s backers—Gerrit 
Smith, Howe, Parker, Stearns, Higginson and Sanborn—met in 
Boston, decided that the execution of the attack must be postponed 
in view of Forbes’ disclosures and sent Brown to Kansas to divert 
suspicion. It is scarcely possible that Brown, in spite of his pro- 
fessions, ever intended to send the pikes to Kansas. They were not 
suited to the kind of warfare waged in the territory, and pitchforks 
would have afforded equally good protection to the lonely women 
on the farms. On the other hand, they exactly suited his plan for 
a slave insurrection. They could be had in large quantities for little 
money, they required neither ammunition nor special skill in their 
use and would be effective in hand-to-hand combat. In view of 
their special importance in the development of Brown’s plans, it is 
perhaps worth while to have told their story in detail. 


10. Ralph Volney Harlow, “Gerrit Smith and the John Brown Raid,” in The American 
Historical Review for October, 1932, v. 38, pp. 39-42. 
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Kansas History as Published 
in the State Press 


The diary of William Robinson, union soldier and an Ottawa 
county pioneer, is being published serially in the Tescott News, 
starting with its issue of June 9, 1932. The diary is the property 
of a son, John Robinson, of Tescott. 


Some of the interesting subjects discussed by W. F. McGinnis, Sr., 
in The Butler County News, El Dorado, during the past few months 
were: “Horse Thieves and How They Worked in the Sixties,” 
March 3 and 10, 1933; “Some of Butler County’s Old Time Offi- 
cers,” March 17; “How We Got Our Freight Before We Had a 
Railroad,” April 7; “How We Got Our First Railroad,” April 14; 
“A Real Buffalo Hunt in Kansas in 1871,” April 21; “Opening of 
the Cherokee Strip, America’s Greatest Horse Race,” August 18; 
“This is the Forty-fourth Anniversary of Butler County’s First and 
Last Kidnaping,” September 8 to 29. 


“Potter Memories,” a column written by an early resident, is ap- 
pearing from time to time in the Potter Kansan. The series started 
with the issue of May 18, 1933. 


“The History of Solomon,” by Harriet Woolley, ran serially in 
the Solomon Tribune from May 25 through the issue of June 15, 
1933. The town company was platted in 1866 by Henry Whitley, 
John Williamson and Luther Hall. 


The history of the Prairie Vale Missionary Union was briefly 
sketched in The Western Star, Coldwater, May 26, 1933. 


A biographical sketch of the late Roy L. Bone, southern Kansas 
cowboy who became a banker, was published in the Kansas City 
(Mo.) Star, June 11, 1933. 


Buffalo hunts in the 1870’s were described recently by James 
Smith, a southern Kansas pioneer, for a Chandler (Okla.) news- 
paper. The story was condensed and reprinted in the Howard 
Courant, June 15, 1933. 


A list of the pioneer settlers buried in Crown Hill cemetery, near 
Coldwater, was compiled for The Western Star, Coldwater, and was 
published in its issue of June 16, 1933. 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church of Clay Center celebrated the twenty- 
fifth anniversary of the dedication of its present church edifice, 
June 25, 1933. Histories of the organization were published in the 
Clay Center Economist, June 21, 1933, and the Clay Center Times, 
June 22. 


George A. Linn, Mrs. B. T. Frost and Mrs. Sarah E. Dooty 
Strange, three pioneer Kansans, reminisced in the Neodesha Register 
recently. Mr. Linn was interviewed for the June 22, 1933, issue; 
Mrs. Frost wrote for the June 29 issue, and Mrs. Strange for the 
issue of August 3. 


An excursion to Leavenworth by a narrow gauge railroad was 
briefly described by Mrs. Ella Fulton in the Winchester Star, June 


30, 1933. A short history of Winchester was also included in this 
issue. 


“A Few Reminiscenses,” a column conducted by H. V. Butcher, 
ran serially in The Western Star, Coldwater, during July and 
August, 1933. 


“Strange Were the Happenings in Kansas When Polygamy Was 
the Fad,” was the title of a story depicting the life of an old Indian 
chief Al-le-ga-wa-ho, which appeared in the Kansas City (Mo.) 
Journal-Post, July 2, 1933. 


“Historic Sites, Scenery, Found Throughout State,” by Hugh 
Amick, was the title of an article published in the “Vacation Num- 
ber” of the Wichita Sunday Eagle, July 2, 1933. 


Early-day Lawrence printers were named in a letter from W. J. 
Flintom, of San Diego, Cal., which was printed in the Lawrence 
Daily Journal-World, July 4, 1933. Mr. Flintom came to Kansas 
from Vermont in 1869. 


A history of the site of the Scott county state park, which was 
given in an address to a recent bar association meeting in Scott 
City, by R. D. Armstrong, Scott City attorney, was published in 
the Dodge City Daily Globe, July 10, 1933. 


Two letters recalling the visit of President R. B. Hayes to Neosho 
Falls in 1879 were printed in the Neosho Falls Post, July 13, 1933. 
Frank 8. Denney and E. B. Moore were the contributors. 


Former pastors and friends of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Clay Center contributed special historical articles to the Clay 
Center Times, July 13, 1933, recalling their connections with the 
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church. The occasion was the dedication of a new church building, 
July 16. The Presbyterians first organized in Clay Center April 1, 
1871. 


The sixty-first anniversary of the Wichita Eagle was observed 
July 16, 1933, with the issuance of a special illustrated historical 
edition. 


Early Irish settlers near Solomon were discussed in an article 
printed in the Salina Journal, July 18, 1933. The story was based 
on historical sketches of a similar nature appearing in the Salina 
Rustler, April 13, 1895. 


A jubilee commemorating the sixtieth anniversary of the organiza- 
tion of the Mission Covenant Church of Stotler was held July 16, 
1933. A brief history of the church was published in The Journal- 
Free Press, Osage City, July 19, and in the Topeka Daily Capital, 
July 20. 


Numerous fossil discoveries have been announced from northern 
and western Kansas in recent years. An area of about seventy 
square feet, containing over sixty tracks of four different species 
of prehistoric animals, was recently found on the George Hrabik 
farm near Sylvan Grove, according to the Sylvan Grove News, July 
20, 1933. A Mr. Brandhorst and Dr. H. H. Lane, of Kansas Uni- 
versity, are collaborating on the interpretation and description of 
these tracks. 


A brief sketch of the John W. Harding family, as prepared by 
Mabel Harding, of San Diego, Calif., was printed in The Western 
Star, Coldwater, July 21, 1933. Miss Harding also contributed a 
column of reminiscences to the Star in the August 18 issue. 


A column entitled “Territorial Days in Oskaloosa,” by Francis 
Henry Roberts, started in the Oskaloosa Independent, July 27, 1933. 
Mr. Roberts’ recollections in a former column, “Early Days in Oska- 
loosa,” dated from the summer of 1862. 


J. A. Comstock, early-day hotel clerk in Dodge City, wrote of his 
experiences in that frontier town in the Dodge City Daily Globe, 
July 28 and 29, 1933. Mr. Comstock, now of New York, came to 
Dodge City in 1881. 

An address, “A Half Century of Kansas Journalism,” by Gomer 
T. Davies, editor of the Concordia Kansan, was delivered at a 
meeting of the Kansas Editorial Association in Topeka, June 10, 
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1933, and was published in the Topeka Pink Rag in its issues of 
July 28 and August 4. 


A brief biography of Col. 8. S. Prouty, early Kansas newspaper- 
man, was sketched in the Dodge City Daily Globe, August 1, 1933. 


Some reminiscences of A. Canning, Kansas pioneer, were printed 
in the Salina Journal, August 2, 1933. Mr. Canning’s family came 
to Kansas in 1859 and settled near Council Grove. 


The killing of the last buffalo in Mitchell county was discussed 
by Alonzo Pruitt in the Glen Elder Sentinel, August 3, 1933. 


“Who’s:Who in Lucas,” a series of articles relating the history 
of the town’s business concerns, is being published serially in the 
Lucas Independent, commencing with the issue of August 9, 1933. 


The Cloud county Indian raid in 1868, in which Sarah White was 
kidnaped, was recalled by Victor Murdock in the Wichita (evening) 
Eagle, August 14, 1933. Mr. Murdock interviewed William Elvin 
White, a brother of the kidnaped girl, for the story. 


Clifton High School’s history was published in the Clifton News 
in its issues of August 17, 24, and 31, 1933. The first school building 
was erected prior to 1868, with George D. Seabury as the first 
teacher. 


“Minutes Disclose that ‘Good Old Days’ in the Schools Were 
Anything But That,” was the title of a brief presentation of the 
problems of School District No. 4, of which Concordia is a large 
part, in the 1870’s. The article was printed in the Concordia 
Blade-Empire, August 23, 1933. 


The final installment of T. P. Tucker’s “Early Day Church 
History of Greeley County,” was published in the Greeley County 
Republican Tribune, August 24, 1933. Other installments were an- 
nounced in the August issue of the Quarterly. 


“Looking Backward—a History of Cuba From Old Newspaper 
Files,” compiled by Mr. and Mrs. L. Carpenter, appears from time 
to time in the Cuba Tribune. The series started with the issue of 
August 24, 1933. 


The Anthony-Atwood battles were a spectacular part of Leaven- 
worth county’s early days, the Tonganoxie Mirror reported in its 
issue of August 24, 1933. An account of the Douglass-Anthony suit, 
in which John H. Atwood and D. R. Anthony, bitter political op- 
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ponents, were in the unique position of lawyer and client, was re- 
printed from the Kansas City Star of December 8, 1915. 


“Frontier Surveying During an Indian War,” by E. C. Rice, was 
the title of an article published in the Wichita Sunday Eagle, 
August 27, 1933. Mr. Rice accompanied J. B. Wilcox, of Muscotah, 
in the survey of some thirty townships on the Kansas-Colorado line. 


Pioneers of Cherokee county having sixty years or more of resi- 
dence in that county were named in the Columbus Daily Advocate, 
August 30, 1933. Mrs. Sallie Crane compiled the list. 


“A Tribute to the Pioneer Mothers of Central Kansas,” by Will 
Goodman, of Glendale, Calif., was published in The County Capital, 
St. John, August 31, 1933. 


Mulvane’s first train was described in a three-column illus- 
trated story appearing in the old settlers’ edition of the Mulvane 
News, August 31, 1933. The railroad line connected Wichita and 
Winfield, and the official opening excursion train went through 
Mulvane September 29, 1879. 


“Early History of Mt. Ayr Friends Church,” 1872-1933, by C. 
E. Williams, was published in the Osborne County Farmer, Osborne, 
August 31, 1933. 


Special historical editions of the Olathe newspapers were issued 
August 31, 1933, announcing the program for the thirty-sixth annual 
reunion of Johnson county old settlers, held in Olathe, September 2. 
Biographies of Harry King, Sr., Mrs. Louisa Keys, Mrs. Blanche 
Jefferson, W. H. Harrison, and William Crandall; a history of De 
Soto; and accounts of early explorers, the grasshopper invasion, 
the organization of the county, Harmony school, and the Shawnee 
mission, were contained in the August 31 issue of The Johnson 
County Democrat. The following week both The Democrat and the 
Olathe Mirror printed notes on the meeting and lists of the old 
settlers who registered. 


“Crossings and Fords—Blue Bridge Forerunners,” an article by 
Byron E. Guise, portraying the evolution in river crossing at Marys- 
ville, was published in the Marshall County News, September 1, 
1933. Marysville’s first bridge was completed in 1864. 


Reminiscences of early-day Kansas, by J. L. Garrett, were pub- 
lished in the Bunkerhill Advertiser, September 7, 1933. 


“Early Wallace County, General Custer, and the Seventh Cav- 
alry,” from the reminiscences of Lewis C. Gandy, was continued in 
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The Western Times, Sharon Springs, September 7 and 21, 1933. 
Other installments were mentioned in the August issue of the 
Quarterly. 


A story entitled “Cattle Money,” by McKinley W. Kreigh, 
former overland stage mail carrier, of Syracuse, was published in 
the Syracuse Journal, September 8, 1933. The article was reprinted 
from the October Blue Book Magazine. 


“Sockless” Jerry Simpson’s visits to Dodge City in the 1890’s were 
recalled by Heinie Schmidt in a feature article printed in the oaly 
City Daily Globe, September 13, 1933. 


Old settler editions of the Marion Review and Record appeared 
recently, announcing the annual old settlers’ picnic for Marion. The 
Review of September 13, 1933, published articles entitled: “How Ed 
Miller Died”; “History of the Florence Catholic Church,” by Mrs. 
E. H. Robison; “The Last Cheyenne Raid,” by A. E. Case; “Some 
Early Day History,” by Mrs. Will Rupp, and “Reminiscences,” by 
R. C. Coble. The Record, on September 14, continued with “Jacob 
Linn Brought First Load of Pine Lumber to Marion Centre,” by 
Mrs. L. E. Riggs; “Recounting Early Pioneers of the Oursler Neigh- 
borhood,” by Mrs. Chas. Locklin; “There Were Plenty of Thrills 
for This Pioneer Marion Family,” by Mrs. Frank Knode; “A Hand- 
shake That Was Friendly,” by Al Nienstedt, and “There Was an 
Early Day Postoffice at Oursler Station,” by Mrs. N. J. Oursler. 


A history of the Anthony Methodist Episcopal Church, which 
celebrated its fiftieth anniversary September 17, 1933, was pub- 
lished in the Anthony Republican, September 14. The first M. E. 
church edifice built on the site of the present building was dedicated 
on December 23, 1882, by Elder Cline. 


St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Chepstow celebrated 
the fiftieth anniversary of its organization, September 17, 1933. A 
history of the church was printed in the Barnes Chief, September 14. 


The Leavenworth Chronicle issued its annual “Fort Leavenworth 
Edition,” September 14, 1933. Notes on the founding of the fort 
and the perils encountered by the early freighters, the founding of 
the General Service School by Gen. W. T. Sherman in 1881, and a 
roster of officers now attending the school, were features. 


A log cabin which belonged to Henry McKenzie, who came to 
Kansas in 1854, was believed by the late Gen. W. H. Sears to be the 
oldest now in existence in Douglas county. A brief history of the 
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cabin was published in the Lawrence Daily Journal-World, Sep- 
tember 14, 1933. 


“Battle of Beecher Island Is Thrilling Story of Indian War,” was 
a Goodland Daily News headline for a feature article printed in its 
issue of September 15, 1933. The story appeared on the anniver- 
sary of its fight, which is annually commemorated with appropriate 
ceremonies by the Beecher Island Memorial Association, on the 
battleground, now a Colorado state park. 


The history of Atlanta, Rice county, was briefly reviewed in the 
Hutchinson Herald, September 15, 1933. The site of this one-time 
county seat of Rice county is now a cornfield, the Herald reports. 


“Dodge’s First Dentist Was a Pistoleer,” a two-column biography 
of Dr. John H. Holliday, was printed in the Dodge City Daily 
Globe, September 15, 1933. The story, which was written by Dr. 
Frank A. Dunn, was a reprint from Oral Hygiene. 


The lynching of Frank Jones in Wellington, September 14, 1884, 
was recalled in the reminiscences of E. B. Roser appearing in the 
Wellington Daily News, September 16, 1933. 


The fortieth anniversary of the opening of the Cherokee outlet 
led several Kansas pioneers to reminisce in their local newspapers 
on their adventures in 1893. W. H. Nelson, Asa Dean and Joe 
Harper were among those interviewed by the Arkansas City Daily 
Traveler in its issue of September 16, 1933. The Caldwell Daily 
Messenger of the same date devoted a column story to the run. An 
illustrated feature story, “Fighting For a Claim in the Old Cherokee 
Strip,” by F. M. Gillett, was published in the Wichita Sunday Eagle, 
September 17, and notes on the run by Victor Murdock appeared 
in the Wichita (evening) Eagle, September 18. 


Burlingame was named in honor of Anson Burlingame, an Ameri- 
can, who was the first Chinese minister to the United States, the 
Topeka Daily Capital recalled in its issue of September 17, 1933. 
Burlingame was formerly known as Council City. 


Cooking recipes used by Sara Robinson, wife of Charles Robin- 
son, Kansas’ first governor, were discussed by Sue Carmody Jones 
in an article printed in the Kansas City Star, September 20, 1933. 


An account of the founding of Fowler, contained in a letter from 
Perry J. Wilden, of San Diego, Cal., was published in the Fowler 
News, September 21, 1933. 
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Mrs. Grace Bedell Billings, the woman who as a girl asked Abra- 
ham Lincoln to wear whiskers, now lives at Delphos, the Hays Daily 
News reported in its issue of September 21, 1933. Mrs. Kathryn 
O’Loughlin McCarthy, who related the story to the News, has copies 
of the letters written by Mrs. Billings and Lincoln. 


A history of the Bethlehem Lutheran church and school, of Sylvan 
Grove, was published in the Sylvan Grove News, September 21, 
1933. The first religious service was held February 9, 1879. 


Five Kansas officials were impeached during the first seventy 
years of statehood, according to an Associated Press dispatch writ- 
ten by Calvin Manon and released to its member newspapers Sep- 
tember 22, 1933. 


St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, of Atchison, celebrated its sixty- 
fifth birthday anniversary, September 24, 1933. A history of the 
organization was published in the Atchison Daily Globe, Septem- 
ber 22. 


“How Two Eminent Kansans Were Elected to U. S. Senate,” by 
the late Gen. W. H. Sears, of Lawrence, was the title of an article 
printed in the Topeka Daily Capital, September 24, 1933, concern- 
ing the elections of John J. Ingalls and William A. Harris. 


“Random Recollections of Other Days,” by D. D. Leahy, pub- 
lished in the Wichita Sunday Eagle, September 24, 1933, related 
incidents in the lives of the late A. C. Jordan, former sergeant at 
arms of the House of Representatives, and Mrs. Jerry Simpson. 


A twenty-page special illustrated historical edition of the Coffey- 
ville Daily Journal was issued September 25, 1933, announcing the 
pioneer celebration. to be held in Coffeyville, September 27. A de- 
tailed account of the history of the city from the organization of 
the town company by Col. John A. Coffey and others in August, 
1869, to the present day; a brief history of Montgomery county, 
and biographies of Daniel Wells, Capt. D. S. Elliott, Harry Lang, 
Billie Breit, Jules Gillet, Chas. T. Carpenter, Hazzard W. Sear, Sr., 
and Owen T. Romig, Montgomery county pioneers, were features 
of the edition. 


Early Wilson county history was reviewed by Judge J. T. Cooper 
before the Neodesha Rotary club, September 26, 1933. A summary 
of the speech, together with a letter written by Gov. Samuel J. 
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Crawford in 1902 concerning Wilson county events, were published 
in the Neodesha Register, September 28. 


Gove county history was reviewed at an old settlers’ meeting 
held in Grainfield, September 20, 1933. The early history of Buf- 
falo Park and the organization of the Smoky Hill Cattle Pool were 
discussed in a write-up of the meeting printed in the Gove City 
Republican-Gazette, September 28. 


The twenty-fifth anniversary of the organization of the present 
Jetmore United Presbyterian Church was observed September 24, 
1933. The Jetmore Republican of September 28 published a three- 
column history of the church. 


Spring Branch District School’s history was sketched by Mrs. 
Bessie Buchele in the Cedar Vale Messenger, September 29, 1933. 
The first school house was built in 1876. 


The reminiscences of Mrs. John Durfee, a member of the Syra- 
cuse, N. Y., colony which settled in Kansas in March, 1873, were 
published recently in the Syracuse (N. Y.) Times and were repub- 
lished in the Syracuse (Kan.) Journal, September 29, 1933. 


“Southern Negroes Once Sought ‘Mecca’ in Kansas,” an illustrated 
feature article on the colored settlements in Graham county, was 
printed in the Wichita Beacon, October 1, 1933. 

A brief history of the Christian Church in Kansas was sketched 
in the Arkansas City Daily Traveler, October 2, 1933. Mt. Pleasant 
church in Atchison county was the first Christian church in the 
present boundaries of the state. It was organized in 1855. 


The First Baptist church of Atchison celebrated its seventy-fifth 
anniversary, October 4 to 8, 1933. A three-column history of the 
church from April 24, 1858, the date of the first sermon preached 
by a Baptist minister in Atchison, to the present day, was published 
in the Atchison Daily Globe, October 3, 1933. 


A history of the Topeka branch of the Women’s Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, from its or- 
ganization in 1883 until the present time, was printed and distributed 
at the fiftieth anniversay celebration of the organization held in 
Topeka, October 5 to 8, 1933. Mrs. George W. Isham, of Evanston, 
Ill., was the author. 







Kansas Historical Notes 


Kansas newspaper personalities, past and present, have been a 
weekly broadcast feature of radio station KSAC, Manhattan, for 
several months. Dr. C. E. Rogers, professor and head of the depart- 
ment of journalism of Kansas State College, prepared and delivered 
the series. 


At a meeting of the McPherson County Historical Society, July 
10, 1933, the following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
J. A. Spillman, of Roxbury, president; Alfred Bergin, Lindsborg, 
first vice president; Warren Knaus, McPherson, second vice presi- 
dent; Edna Nyquist, McPherson, secretary and treasurer; P. P. 
Wedel, C. E. Lindell, J. J. Yoder, Carl Lindholm, Emil O. Deere and 
Mrs. F. J. Ehman, members of the board of directors. 


White Rock community historical articles, written by Ella Morlan 
Warren and published in the Belleville Telescope during the past 
year, were recently collected and republished as a 45-page booklet 
entitled White Rock Sketches. 


At an old settlers’ picnic conducted by the Kiowa County His- 
torical Society August 18, 1933, the following officers were elected 
for the coming year: J. A. Sherer, president, Mullinville; W. A. 
Woodard, first vice president, Haviland; W. L. Fleener, Sr., second 
vice president, Greensburg; B. Frank McQuey, third vice president, 
Belvidere; Mrs. Benjamin O. Weaver, secretary, Mullinville, and 
Mrs. Charles T. Johnson, treasurer, Greensburg. 


The memorial monument and tablet honoring Frederick Brown, 
who was killed August 30, 1856, in the battle of Osawatomie, were 
unveiled at the place of his death August 30, 1933. The tablet was 
a bequest of Mrs. Charles 8. Adair. 


A monument dedicated to pioneer women was unveiled at the 
Mt. Hope cemetery, Ellis, September 10, 1933. The memorial was 
a gift of the Pioneer Woman’s Association of Ellis. 


The nineteenth annual reunion of the surviving members of the 
Eighteenth and Nineteenth Kansas Volunteer cavalry was held in 
Topeka September 13, 1933. Officers of the organization are: 
Frank M. Stahl, Burlingame, president; F. C. Munson, Savannah, 
Mo., first vice president; H. L. Burgess, Olathe, second vice presi- 
dent, and Mrs. Ella D. Shaul, Topeka, secretary-treasurer. 
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Dedication services were held at the Vermillion river crossing 
near Barrett, September 24, 1933, for an Oregon-trail marker erected 
by the Arthur Barrett chapter of the Daughters of the American 


Revolution. R. M. Montgomery, Marysville, made the dedicatory 
address. 


Plans for enlarging and improving the Pike-Pawnee Indian vil- 
lage site into a national park were presented to representatives of 
the federal government at ceremonies held in the park September 
29, 1933. Speakers of state and national note participated in the 
varied program commemorating the lowering of the Spanish flag 
and the raising of the United States flag by Lieut. Zebulon Mont- 
gomery Pike in 1806. 


A Sherman County Historical Association was organized recently 
with the election of Jesse L. Teeters as president, and Dillman W. 
Blackburn, as secretary-treasurer. 


Numerous community picnics and old settlers’ reunions have been 
held in various parts of the state in recent months. Newspapers in 
some of these localities issued special historical editions in conjunc- 
tion with these meetings which warranted mention elsewhere in 
these notes. Limited space, however, does not permit separate en- 
tries for the majority; a list of communities sponsoring meetings, 
and the dates, are appended for reference: Hazelton, June 2; Wich- 
ita, June 3; Kinsley, June 8, 9; Manhattan, July 1; Green, July 
27-29; Baldwin, August 3; Arcadia, August 3-5; Dighton, August 
5; Topeka, August 5, September 11; Halstead, August 9, 10; 
Lebanon, August 10-12; Jewell City, August 11, 12; Bunkerhill, 
August 14-16; Leoti, August 15; Haskell-Finney counties, August 
16, 17; Clyde, August 17; Deerfield, August 17; Nickerson, August 
17, 18; Brookwood Park, Decatur county, August 18; Belvidere, 
August 18; Mantey, August 19; Ottawa, August 20; Geuda Springs, 
August 20; McPherson, August 23; Dispatch, August 23; Bucklin, 
August 25; Sparks, August 25, 26; Oskaloosa, August 25, 26; Wa- 
baunsee, August 27; Holton, August 30; Benedict, August 30, 31; 
White Rock, August 31; Mulvane, August 31; Meade, August 31; 
Howard, August 31; Columbus, September 1; Macksville, Septem- 
ber 1; Ford, September 1; Olathe, September 2; Uniontown, Sep- 
tember 2; Drury, September 4; Hanover, September 6, 7; Ashland, 
September 7; Cherokee, September 7-9; Marion, September 14; 
Lawrence, September 14; Enterprise, September 14; Stockton, Sep- 
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tember 14; Pratt, September 14; Oakley, September 15; Ohio town- 
ship, Saline county, September 17; Grainfield, September 20; 
Cherryvale, September 21; Fontana, September 21; Cimarron, Sep- 
tember 23; Fall River, September 23; Norway, September 24; Dodge 
City, September 27; Smith Center, September 27; Coffeyville, Sep- 
tember 27; Potwin, September 28; Sedan, October 7, and Weir, 
October 7. 


Errata to Volume II 


Page 18, line 19, read “In 1888.” 

Page 22, line 19, Cantonment Leavenworth was established in 1827. 
Page 30, line 24, read “Col. E. W. Wyncoop.” 

Page 52, fifth line from bottom of the page, read “Charles Coulter.” 


Page 107, paragraph 2: Mr. Whitelaw Saunders of Lawrence, who viewed 
the hotel registers through the courtesy of Mr. Ames, reports that none of 
the signatures noted in this paragraph were authentic. 


Page 110, line 2, read “March, 1933.” 
Page 182, lines 1 and 2, read “Richard Read.” 
Page 219, line numbered 123, read “April 17, 1932.” 


Page 252, line 22: The Wyandotte National Ferry was in operation as early 
as November, 1843.—See testimony of Charles B. Garrett before Judge Samuel 
D. Lecompte of the First U. S. District Court, Lecompton, in 1857, MS. in 
Archives division, Kansas State Historical Society. 
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